ALL MY MARRIAGES,
DIVORCES, AFFAIRS, MURDERS,
AND RESURRECTION

Four decades
of ridiculous
melodrama
will come to an
end when All
My Children

AMERICA’S most histrionic soap opera, ABC’s All My Children pre-
miered in 1970, the story of four families in the Main Line Philadel-
phia suburb Pine Valley. Over the next 40-plus years, the cast and
drama metastasized, with more than 200 characters and untold plot

goes off the air
this Friday.

By WILLA PASKIN

twists, love affairs, betrayals, and ponderous looks, dispensed at an
increasingly frenetic pace and balanced, of course, with a high-minded
interest in social issues. But they always saved time for ghosts.

1970

1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

1977

1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983

The Martin, the

THE N o s

3 : woroer © —————— R ; ‘
lewith : : :
ggz;}i;: milt M ARRI AGE : : CHILD : p N Car bomb! " Erica’s Zong—lostsisz{er, M 1 -
: : y -t Jobst : : : T : ™ Kitty marries Linc, but her nefarious first husband, Hal Silver Kane, showsup in : <\ MARRIAGE CHILD
Foun : : ANNE . ) \ Y ’ , Pine Valley and begins an : Blaci ) Givenup for
H H v o Short, arrives to tell her their divorce never went through: vailey ana begl : They elope! adoption.
FAMIIIIES TYLER Z L 1~ - : H R Dies ofz i 4 Tueamist. Hal blackmails Kittui ineh . . affair with Erica’s lover super- }IL’ g
DIVORCE AFFAIR : DIVORCE AFFAIR MA_RRIAG_E e ztty'sapo ygamzs{. al blackmails itty into using her ) : Kent Bogard, before it’s couple! | then
of Pine Valley, : His sperm count : : Shotgun wedding! i boutique as a drugfront for cocaine-laced soap. She and Linc N reveated Sitveris actuall 4/ kidnapped
P loani . ; RO MANCE © dstoolow! : PAUL r'S divorceand remarry; she dies in his arms but is replaced by ) cvealed SUverts acuary DIVORCE back!
ennsylvania. 7 N PREGNANCY MARTIN | v ’ = PO ST . B © | conwoman Connie Wilkes.
: e : MARRIAG E Mi A Real name: MURDER an ldentz'cal twin sister, Kflly Cole, a pill-addicted nightclub | Ater Bricaaceidentatty U
ahe o\ M it (o e Lt dgpoestatit |, | Wi
\L mﬁrugtqrﬂ— pAVIS | L \ s ey Y- : Nind’slong- witness, clatms Erica did it Falsely accused
ana actuai . . . . .
‘Phills dadi’ : AFFAIR /" PREGNANCY DIVORCE | MARRIAGE \ : DIVORCE : ; lost mother! on purpose. Erica goes on of rape!
: : Drafted  futuresoul Miscarriage! ) Shesarrestedin December-May [ 2N (N  ® L the run, disguised as a nun. )
ijtfieam’,’ mate! : adrugsting! romance! 'MARRIAGE DIVORCE MARRIAGE DIES MARRIAGE :
THE ’ : g g o DAISY CORTLANDT, A.K.A. I
BRENTS Presumed : MIA MONTQUE JONVIL Shoots
:dead! MARRIAGE MARG : cain! , : AFFAIR | himself
Matriarch Ruth, : © Shotgun “F‘}i(xo / agaum And P a],"ff” J : : T ¢ accidentally!
anurse; car : / © wedding! B Sixteen-year-old Q ex-wife! : JENNY § e
salesman Ted; >|—“K o : : g! Donna Beck Grrives iNthe | mmm s - - - - - -+« « e et et . High- GARDNER ANCE :
radical aunt Amy; ‘_N | 7 A \ $ \ hospital after being thrown : .X school ¢ Firstlove!
and teen heartthrob ® Phil Brent almost ) ™ Chuck raises outofacar by her pimp. : ' : DIES GREG | . .
Phil. dies, discovers his Back from LITTLE Phil and Tara’s She elopes with Chuck : me . Selff-made : While NELSON
real parents, CHILD thedead! PHIL : love child: Phil : : : Tyler, her doctor. Donna { Renew o rich man! undercover!
THE develops amnesia, AFFAIR : AFFAIR| doesn’t know AFFAIR : MARRIAGE PREGNANCY becomes convinced she’s © vows! -
interrupts the : he’s the father— : : Miscarriage! pregnant, but it turns out : c 0P1?'1]‘_ Jf\ IA]::\RD T | oy
MARTINS - - wedding of atfirst. : her pimp sterilized her : - f
Dr. Joe, a widower; his true love Tara, ro?zejtr;tn’ years before. Donna : : MARRIAG E Amnesia- AFFAIR
h'z's ehildrer}, good gets drafted, » Infatuated with Paul, prosutute: undglr‘goeg revf;lrse it ‘ L bg;“gf & December-]‘/{ay DIVORCE
girl Ta;a, kid Joey, impregnates Tara Margo has a face-lift to seduce : Zt;:zlzil:tlzig},bigee?::heljiagt ; ooy: romance: : X AFFAIR
anayoung . before shipping out, him—the real-life actress, Eileen : gets < : : :
professional Jeff; :ROMANCE | and then goes : Letchworth, healed from her own : ?;s(;gr‘z\cr:z‘l:/y threeyears ofherlife, . MARRIAGE MARRIAGE D IV ORCE
hismother, Kate; © Love MIA—butonly H surgery on-camera. When Paul : H H including Chuck, despite H H
and his attorne . triangle! ; :MARRIAGE 7 . MARRIAGE : DONNA .] being pregnant with his
Y Goody : TS | temporarily. : wants to go back to his ex-wife, - Shotgun DIVORCE BECK ’ hild—who is stillb & /. z
brother, Paul. " two- : Anne Tyler, Margo fukes a : wedding! PREGNANCY : : (Sl whotsstillborn.— J AFFAIR AFFAIR | PALMER
shoes pregnancy and triesto buy a : Miscarriage! : PREGNANCY Becausethey: JOHN DIES
' MARRIAGE ; / DIVORCE Y
THE baby on the black market. : $t1llbom. think they're: CHILD _ Smoke
TYLE Rs When this schemefails, Margo : : goingtodie! : inhalation!
CHUCK attempts to kill Anne using g - : . >
Meddling blue TYLER | : : carbon monoxide. H L R : L M :
blood Phoebe; her : : N BM u R DS R WR,2 %A nee, CHRISTINA CrimMeli;zach%n/ abszgjgd MURDER ™ Cliffimpregnates
N N y arandaom 2z ermoms KARRAS & St . . N N
estranged fuusband, '] ; ~% MARRIAGE gunian! best friend! ——— MARRIAGE : (wnh CUfff | ROMANCE o | sitenicten
accomph‘sfled adult - : & ; ol ® Two-timing : . { : with Nina. When
v . - MARTIN ;
children, Anne and : : - MONA l drug dealer ’ v Sybzl threa{ens to
Linc; and their : : : PREGNANCY : KANE B In the midst of Jason Eddw rapes and : : giveup their baby for
spoiledgrandson, i The Tyi:rj : : Abortion! : MURDER Maxwell’s murder DIVORCE impregnates . adolft‘wn, her
Chuck. : type-Akid! : TheMartins’ MARRIAGE DIVORCE trial, Erica’s mother, Brooke, u')ho has BRANDON : — 1 boyfriend Sean
: total-square She's just bored! She aboirted Y Mona, takes atruth anabortion. KINGLEY | plyQRCE BOGARD threatens her on
doctor son! Ea] st bored! without telling serum while on the p AFPAIR She's taking Nina’s father’s behalf. i
THE hzm.:’ stand and remembers ROMANCE Ex-NFL : MARRIAGE - - Hesgota birth ,f ( Erica’s ROMANCE Ner:uous, Sean MURDER
K ANES : that sheis the killer. Virginity taken—his! star! : EDDIE secret wife! controll dastardly accidentally shoots Accidental!
: _AFFAIR - : DORRANCE = : lover! Sybil and then leaves
Single mom Mona - . - her to bleed to death. 4
and troublemaker N : : PREGNAN CY f
daughter Erica. At firstan amoral bad girl g AFFAIR Abortion! AFFAIR CHiLD MARRIAGE
played indelibly by ayoung . :
Susan Lucci, Erica soon becomes : .
the show’s diva heroine, the only B s 3 R APE :
h dinall TheTylers BROOKE :
4 aracterfeatur'e wnall 40 Theonly naughty niece! ENGLISH . :
seasons. In her first hefty story good CHILD : o Serial :
: line, weeks after Roe v.Wade, she | marriage =" MARRIAGE  Adopted | : ® Ruth Martin is : 0061’:;‘113’ : ART
: has TV’ first legal abortion—she in Pine : Joundling! : : ROMANCE [ - raped and putin a R CHILD w MARRlAGE REMARRIAGE DIVORCE
: doesn’twant to give up modehng Valley! .j : : coma by Ray Gardner, | : No.1! Alljgr;mhn w 5},&) DIVORCE No. 2!
: 1 , : : H her adopted son Tad'’s . ad the Cad™! f /
MARTIN, NEE . . : biological father. After | ®~_ . o ’ e e
Early seventles Mid-seventies ; ROMANCE beingimprisoned, | : RAPE Early elghtles ZAMELA ROMANCE AFFAIR  Becomesa
= = Incest narrowly Ray escapes by EO'Y;ANCE - - Motherand ! T
5 g aLg 5 3 : & - on’t worry, 5 : LV E
Right from the start, AlIl My Children exhibited a Inspired by the anti-hero films of the era, AMC avoided! digging his way out. it just | Thewriters doubled down on romance, AFFAIR tioa | i [varian] | sacos:
trademark style—society melodrama leavened with added a host of unsavory characters to the cast. - ] Later, he tries to bomb launching relationships between With his student! | coLBY | :| COLBY ;
socially conscious melodrama. The first season Prostitutes, pimps, and two-bit criminals ALTON the Martins’house . Nina and Cliff and between Jesse and
EN kicked off with a convoluted paternity story line— began to share story lines with far more ;’;,‘t cﬁ;’se:}f" kt;” Angie. The show also returned to high
Phil Brent’s parents were not who he thought they respectable Pine Valley-ites. Two standouts & Sccretly tmseq rather than : RAY school with the popular Greg and
3 . 5 , harm his daughter. : | GARDNER
were!—but the show quickly made itself a soap for the were teen prostitute Donna Beck, who became :

3 B 5 8 0 5 B . halj b fh !
culture-war era, with major story lines on Vietnam, | one of the show’s major heroines, and pimp af rother:

abortion, fertility problems, and drug abuse.

| Billy Clyde Tuggle, a major villain.

Jenny. The setting meant a return to
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Head shots indicate the arrival of major characters; time lines are for endunng story li ines; dotted lines slg’nal fempumry disappearances;
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story lines about sexual harassment,
drug abuse, and AIDS.
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