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Families are at the heart of the New York Area’s population 
and in many cases are the driving motivation behind the 
workforce, education and community involvement. In good 
times and challenging ones, attorneys may be needed to 
help navigate through the complexities of unions and 
dissolutions, estate planning, visitation rights, domestic 
relations and family businesses. 

This section highlights the abilities of some of the Tri-State’s 
prestigious family law practitioners. Their skills and successes 
are detailed in these 13 pages, and like every family, each 
firm and attorney has a unique and inspiring story. 

For more information regarding this and future custom publishing projects, please contact LegalLeaders@alm.com
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WILLIAM E. BETZ

william Betz has specialized 
in matrimonial law for over 
26 years and has represented 
hundreds of clients statewide 
in negotiating and resolving 
problems involving divorce, 
custody and child and spousal support. 
providing close personal assistance, Bill is 
always available to help clients deal with 
problems as they arise. included among 
the matters Bill has helped to resolve are 
disputes involving equitable distribution of 
substantial marital property. He has also had 
striking success representing fathers seeking 
custody of their children. although Bill 
understands that settlement of marital 
disputes is always the preferred resolution, 
he knows that recourse to the courts is 
sometimes necessary. Bill has represented 
clients in the supreme and family Courts 
and in appeals to the New York appellate 
courts. 

the Betz law offi ce is conveniently located 
in Great Neck, providing easy access to 
clients on long island and in the fi ve 
boroughs.

WILLIAM E. BETZ, ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1010 NortHerN BlVD. 
sUite 208 
Great NeCK, NY 11021 
pH: 516.767.3964 | faX: 516.767.0545 
www.williamBetZ.Com
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with more than 80 years of combined legal experience, the mat-
rimonial and family law attorneys of weisman law Group offer 
clients innovative solutions to their most pressing divorce issues. 

“everyone at this fi rm is deeply committed to solving our 
clients’ problems,” says founding member rachel weisman. 
“and while we’re extremely aggressive when we need to be, we 
are also very compassionate—we care about our clients and the 
outcomes of their cases.”

weisman has focused on family law throughout her 24-year 
career. she founded weisman law Group in 2001, and her fi rm 
mainly represents high-net-worth individuals in complex fi nan-
cial matters relating to equitable distribution and support. in 
addition, her fi rm regularly handles challenging custody cases. 

as part of its mission to provide the most thorough legal 
representation possible, weisman law Group also offers clients 
knowledgeable counsel in the appeals process and prenuptial 
and postnuptial marriage agreements.

“we don’t believe that every client coming in for a divorce 
actually wants a divorce,” weisman notes. “sometimes, all they 
need is a well-written postnuptial agreement, and that’s where 
our compassion comes in—we will work hard to fi nd an alterna-
tive so that they don’t have to endure the stress of a divorce.” 

WEISMAN LAW GROUP, P.C.

UNIONDALE OFFICE
626 reXCorp plaZa, 6tH floor, UNioNDale, NY 11556
CEDARHURST OFFICE
140 sprUCe street, CeDarHUrst, NY 11516
www.weismaNpC.Com | rw@weismaNpC.Com | pH: 516.256.7737
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Seated: Rachel J.B. Weisman 
Standing, from left: Kathleen Rooney, Noreen Will, 
Kim Cardalena, Frumit Birnbaum
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the law offi ces of anthony a. Capetola is one of the premier 
fi rms in long island and New York City for family law, corporate 
law, civil litigation, and criminal defense. led by experienced 
trial attorney anthony a. Capetola, the fi rm provides clients with 
committed service and skilled crisis management.

“Clients know that they can rely upon us to achieve the best 
possible results,” says Capetola. “a former client recently 
emailed me saying, ‘i wanted to express my deep thanks to 
you and your offi ce for providing me with such great service. i 
experienced great professionalism, smart decisions, respect and 
great service from each and every colleague of yours.’ that’s the 
result we strive for with each and every client.”

with more than 40 years of trial experience, mr. Capetola 
focused his practice on matrimonial law since 1985. along with 
his associates, he has been recognized as being among the 
fi nest family law practitioners in Nassau, suffolk, and New York 
Counties, and is often sought out to handle complex custody 
and visitation matters, having tried international custody cases 
pursuant to the Hague Convention.

“i have tried hundreds of cases, as an assistant prosecutor 
and in private practice. No challenge is too great, we cannot be 
intimidated and we often shine when the odds are against us,” 
says Capetola.

in praising anthony Capetola for His superior legal prowess,
a New York supreme Court justice recently stated: “the plain-
tiff’s attorney, anthony Capetola, esq. represented his client 
with skill and professionalism. mr. Capetola is a practiced and 
competent attorney. He is one of the principals in a highly 
respected law fi rm and appears on matrimonial cases on behalf 
of the fi rm’s clients on a regular basis. He has successfully tried 
or negotiated numerous cases before this Court. He enjoys a 
superior reputation in the legal community in the area of matri-
monial law.”

more than just a litigator, Capetola is highly sought after to 
share his knowledge with others, having lectured extensively at 
various law schools and bar associations. He is a member of the 
Nassau County, New York state, and american Bar associations. 
He has been included in super lawyers since 2010, and recog-
nized as one of the area’s top matrimonial attorneys by Long 
Island Pulse Magazine.

in addition to running a successful law practice,mr. Capetola 
has also achieved recognition as a boxing promoter, real estate 
developer, restaurateur and community activist. when not 
engaged in the practice of law, he can often be found at the 
Carltun, a high-end long island restaurant and catering facility 
that he opened in 1995.

“Being a seasoned entrepreneur, it’s second nature to me to 
weigh all potential benefi ts when deciding which course of ac-
tion to take in a litigation. recognizing that our actions are likely 
to have a lasting impact on a client’s life well beyond whether 
they win or lose their case, our approach is more of a holistic 
one,” he says. “we seek to situate clients on a path that will 
yield long-term benefi ts for them once we are no longer repre-
senting them.”

LAW OFFICES OF 
ANTHONY A. CAPETOLA
FAMILY LAW, CRIMINAL
& CIVIL LITIGATION

two HillsiDe aVeNUe, BUilDiNG C
willistoN parK, NY 11596
pH: 516.746.2300 | faX: 516.746.2318
www.Capetolalaw.Com
aNtHoNYaCapetola@aol.Com
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SALTZMAN CHETKOF & ROSENBERG LLP

Saltzman Chetkof & rosenberg llp is dedicated to providing our clients 
with the highest quality of representation designed to fulfi ll their needs 
assertively, yet with compassion. our fi rm represents clients throughout 

the long island-New York City metropolitan area in a wide variety of family 
and matrimonial matters. saltzman Chetkof & rosenberg llp is listed among 
U.S. News & World Report’s “Best lawyers” as a tier i law fi rm in family law. 

we pride ourselves on always being honest with our clients, and bring that 
same reputation for integrity into the courtroom. our lawyers and staff are 
determined to obtain the maximum results whether by way of creative settlement 
or litigation, with a commitment to treat clients with compassion and respect–
permitting our clients to leave the family law process with their dignity intact. 

partner michael Chetkof, a well respected trial litigator, continues to be selected as a New York Super Lawyer in family law and is aV preeminent® peer-
review rated by martindale-Hubbell®, the highest available for legal ability and ethics. michael is also trained in Collaborative law and serves as a Court 
examiner in Guardianship matters. He is a member of the New York state trial lawyers association, the New York state Bar association family law sec-
tion, and the matrimonial law Committees of the Nassau and suffolk County Bar associations.

partner, lee rosenberg, a trial and appellate attorney, is a fellow of the american academy of matrimonial lawyers. the immediate past-Chair of the Nassau 
County Bar association matrimonial law Committee, lee continues to be listed among woodward-white’s “Best lawyers in america” and as a New York 
“super lawyer” in family law. lee is a frequent lecturer and widely published author on many issues in matrimonial law whose published works have 
been cited by New York’s trial and appellate courts. He is aV preeminent® peer-rated by martindale-Hubbell® and was also trained in divorce mediation.

300 Garden City Plaza, Suite 130, Garden City, NY 11530 • ph: 516.873.7200 • fax: 516.873.0683 • www.scrllp.com

Client Support

Litigation-Resolution

Appellate Advocacy
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New York family lawyer steven J. mandel 
doesn’t shy away from the spotlight or 
the high-profi le case. He worked his 
way through college and law school 
as a professional singer and comedian. 
mandel’s confi dence, quick wit, and 
persuasion skills have served him well 
on the stage and in the courtroom.

founded in 1980, the mandel law 
firm is based upon the philosophy of J.p. 
morgan who said: “i don’t want a lawyer 
to tell me what i cannot do. i hire him to 
tell me how to do what i want to do.” 

steve is a faculty member of the New 
York College of matrimonial trial attor-
neys and as such, prepares continuing 
education programs and teaches other 
lawyers how to practice law. martindale-
Hubbell® awarded him an aV preemi-
nent® rating, the “highest possible in 
both legal ability and ethical standards” 
and he received a perfect “10” rating 
from aVVo for “peer recognition & 
client satisfaction.”

even with all the accolades he receives, 
steve measures success by the thought-

ful “thank you cards” he receives from 
his satisfi ed clients. He’s been described 
as “the picasso of the legal profession” 
because his creativity is a proven factor in 
obtaining major settlements and court-
room victories. steve has a proven ability 
to keenly assess each client’s situation 

and tailor an approach best suited to a 
successful outcome. for this reason, he 
has succeeded with what other lawyers 
might describe as “the un-winnable case” 
and why clients come to the mandel law 
firm when losing for them is not 
an option.

From left: James Nemia, Madelyn Jaye, Steve Mandel, Julie Leckart, Eric Basterrechea, Donneshia Hall
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THE MANDEL LAW FIRM

370 leXiNGtoN aVeNUe, sUite 505, New YorK, NY 10017 | tel: 212.697.7383 | faX: 212.681.6157 | www.maNDellawfirm.Com

“I DON’T WANT A LAWYER TO TELL ME WHAT I CAN’T DO. 
I hIre hIM To TeLL Me how To do whaT I waNT To do.

-  J . P. M O R G A N”
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abrams fensterman, a full-service law 
fi rm designed to address diverse legal 
issues across a broad range of practice 
areas, has established a preeminent 
matrimonial and family law group 
headed by two fellows of the american 
academy of matrimonial lawyers—
executive partners steven J. eisman and 
samuel J. ferrara. the matrimonial and 
family law practice recently received a 
fi rst tier ranking by U.S. News – Best 
Lawyers 2014 for achieving professional 
excellence with impressive ratings by 
clients and peers.

eisman, also included in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2013 and 2014, a 
veteran trial attorney, has been named in 

New York Super Lawyers since 2008 and 
is aV preeminent® rated 
by martindale-Hubbell®.

ferrara, also named in New York 
Super Lawyers since 2008, has particular 
experience with contested custody and 
high net-worth cases and has been 
recognized as one of the “top 10 Divorce 
law attorneys age 45 & Under in long 
island” by Ten Leaders.

michael e. ratner, Daniel H. smith, 
andrea m. Brodie, and Christopher a. 
renke have recently been selected by 
Super Lawyers as “rising stars.” abbe C. 
shapiro has extensive family law litigation 
experience, having practiced for the 
past 15 years exclusively in that area of 

practice. Hilary f. Casper received the 
citation of excellence in family law at 
Hofstra law.

Both eisman and ferrara are 
frequent lecturers at law schools and 
bar associations on varying topics of 
interest to matrimonial and family law 
practitioners. ferrara also teaches at the 
Hofstra University school of law.

Seated, from left: Steven J. Eisman, Samuel J. Ferrara 
Standing, from left: Christopher A. Renke, Andrea M. Brodie, Michael E. Ratner, Hilary F. Casper, Daniel H. Smith, Abbe C. Shapiro

ABRAMS, FENSTERMAN, FENSTERMAN, 
EISMAN, FORMATO, FERRARA & WOLF, LLP

1111 marCUs aVeNUe, sUite 107
laKe sUCCess, NY 11042
pH: 516.328.2300
faX: 516.328.6638
www.aBramslaw.Com
otHer offiCes iN
BrooKlYN, maNHattaN, aND roCHester 
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J E R O M E  A .  S C H A R O F F,  P. C .
100 Garden City Plaza, Suite 205, Garden City, NY 11530  |  PH: 516.294.7227  |  FAX: 516.294.7203  |  www.scharofflaw.com

Since Mr. Scharoff opened his own fi rm, he has emerged as one of the Metropolitan 
Area’s leading independent matrimonial lawyers. Mr. Scharoff is well-liked and 
respected by Judges and Lawyers alike. Mr. Scharoff is a member of the Nassau Bar 
Association Matrimonial Committee and sits on the board of WE CARE, a charity arm 
of the Nassau Bar Association. Mr. Scharoff has handled complex cases in the areas 
of child custody, child support and maintenance/alimony. In addition, he routinely 
handles cases involving sophisticated equitable distribution issues such as business/
license valuations and pension/retirement issues. Further, Mr. Scharoff regularly 
represents clients in post-divorce litigation as well as drafting complex pre-nuptial 
and post-nuptial agreements.

“Routinely I try to think outside the box to come up with the most constructive and 
cost-effective approach to litigation. I never want a client to spend more in legal fees 
than the dollar amount they are fi ghting over,” Mr. Scharoff says. “However, there are 
some areas that you cannot put a price tag on, such as child custody matters. My 
goal is to assist all my clients through one of the most diffi cult times in their lives with 
strong, dedicated representation.”

Jerome A. Scharoff
NY MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY LAW FIRM

l aw  o f f i c e  o f
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JAY R. BUTTERMAN

Jay r. Butterman and Deborah B. Kahn 
lead the aV rated® fi rm of Butterman & 
Kahn, llp, which has served New York for 
over two decades. this litigation boutique 
is recognized for its work in matrimonial and 
family law. mr. Butterman has been lead 
counsel in trials concerning every aspect of 
matrimonial law, including complex distribu-
tion of assets, child custody, paternity and 
international matrimonial issues. Veteran 
of numerous well-publicized cases, he has 
served as a legal commentator in the nation-
al media, and as a consultant and lecturer to 
the legal community. mr. Butterman also has 
strong expertise in commercial as well as art 
and publishing law, representing artists, writ-
ers, publishers and galleries internationally.

mr. Butterman and ms. Kahn cover the 
spectrum of family law, addressing not only 
negotiated and litigated divorce, custody 
and support matters, but also prenuptial 
and post-nuptial agreements. ms. Kahn’s 
expertise in real estate, as well as mr. Butter-
man’s knowledge of business and pensions, 
provide the fi rm’s clients with experienced 
distribution of the most signifi cant marital 
assets. in child custody matters, the fi rm is 
deeply experienced in crafting and conclud-
ing appropriate and humane resolution in 
diffi cult and emotionally charged matters, 
whether by agreement or through the courts. 

BUTTERMAN & KAHN, LLP
425 parK aVe., New YorK, NY 10022
pH: 212.308.7697
JaYBUttermaN@BUttermaNKaHN.Com
www.BUttermaNKaHN.Com
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AVA G. GUTFRIEND

During stressful times in your 
personal life when you need 
a family lawyer, the law 
offi ce of ava G. Gutfriend, 
is the experienced, profes-
sional fi rm you will want to 
represent you. i am proud to have served 
the Bronx, and the rest of the fi ve boroughs 
since 1989, and have provided countless 
clients with favorable resolutions to their 
family and divorce cases. 

my vast additional experience includes 
matters of: Child Custody and Visitation, 
Domestic Violence, paternity, Child support, 
adoption and abuse/Neglect.

i believe that a successful resolution is only 
made possible through meticulous prepara-
tion and planning of each case – which is 
why i focus my practice with detailed, per-
sonal attention around each client’s needs. 
i will meet with you to discuss your goals 
and help draft a personalized strategy for 
your case. i continually invest into furthering 
my legal knowledge through educational 
courses and training to stay abreast of New 
York’s ever-changing laws. 

Your initial consultation is always free. 

THE LAW OFFICE OF AVA G. GUTFRIEND
190 east 161st street
BroNX, NY 10451 
pH: 347.205.8333
www.GUtfrieNDfamilYlaw.Com
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James J. sexton is no stranger to 
high-pressure situations. for many years 
sexton has trained and competed in 
combat sports, mixed martial arts and 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu in the U.s. and abroad, 
an activity that has perfected the divorce 
attorney’s focus, competitive instincts and 
his ability to react quickly. “i pride myself 
on my ability to not only endure but excel 
in situations where most people feel 
pushed to the edge,” he says. “if your 
case can be resolved fairly by negotia-
tions and settlement, we can make it hap-
pen. But if the other side wants a fi ght, 
they’re stepping in the ring with a fi ghter 
and one who never hits softly.” 

sexton earned his Bachelors of science 
in psychology and his master of arts in 
Communication and persuasion from 
New York University. while attending 
fordham law school, sexton studied in-
tensive trial advocacy under the guidance 
of former federal prosecutor anthony 
J. siano. as many of sexton’s fordham 
classmates prepared to enter corporate 
law fi rms, he remained laser-focused on 
family law and founded the law offi ces 
of James J. sexton in 2001. 

“even after over a decade of family law 
practice, i am still humbled by the trust 
people place in me, fi ghting for what is 
most important in their lives: their chil-
dren and their fi nancial security,” he says. 

the fi rm began with one computer and 
a part-time secretary, but it now includes 
two offi ces in New York (manhattan & 
rockland Counties) and one in New 
Jersey (Bergen County). sexton and his 
hand picked team of associate attorneys, 
paralegals and support staff provide 
expertise in divorce fi lings, custody hear-
ings, separation agreements, pre-nuptial 
agreements, and child support. “we are 
big enough to handle complex trials and 
high net-worth clients effi ciently but small 
enough to maintain personal and respon-
sive contact with each and every client,” 
sexton says. 

Described by some as a “compassion-
ate advocate” and others as a “court-
room gunslinger” sexton’s reputation 
as a skilled matrimonial litigator has 
spread quickly over the past decade. 
Constantly seeking to incorporate new 
technologies and perspectives into his 
fi rm’s practice, sexton was Certifi ed as 
a Divorce mediator in 2002 and in 2009 
traveled to atlanta to become rockland 
County’s fi rst matrimonial attorney with 

national certifi cation as a parent Coordi-
nator.  when he’s not advocating for his 
clients as they navigate the diffi culties of 
divorce or child custody disputes, sexton 
shows others how to do the same. He 
has taught undergraduate courses in law, 
ethics, confl ict resolution, public speak-
ing, and mass persuasion at several col-
leges including New York University and 
ramapo College of New Jersey. 

sexton’s many accomplishments in the 
fi elds of law and education have earned 
the respect of the New York law and 
business communities. the rockland 
economic Development council named 
sexton to its “forty Under forty” list in 
2002, and he has been selected as one 
of the “ten leaders in matrimonial and 
family law” for the rockland/westches-

ter area for the past three years running. 
Juggling his many endeavors is exactly 
the kind of challenge sexton craves. 
“whether i’m in a courtroom or at the 
negotiating table,” sexton says, “i think 
best on my feet, thrive under stressful 
conditions, and employ a highly disci-
plined, organized, and rapidly responsive 
approach to everything i do.”
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LAW OFFICES OF JAMES J. SEXTON, PC
FAMILY AND MATRIMONIAL LAW

ROCKLAND COUNTY
301 NortH maiN st., New CitY, NY 10956
pH: 845.708.9100 faX: 845.708.0027
WWW.ROCKLANDDIVORCE.COM
MANHATTAN
275 maDisoN aVe., 6tH floor
New YorK, NY 10016
pH: 212.880.3780
WWW.JJSESQ.COM

James J. Sexton



7    NYC familY law praCtitioNers 2014

Special advertiSing SectionFAMILY LAW
PRACTITIONERS 2014

For more inFormation, visit www.nylj.com/Familylaw

page prooF—For approval onlY

LONG ISLAND DIVORCE ATTORNEY

LAW OFFICES OF

Sari M. Friedman, P.C.

Sari Friedman is a matrimonial and family law attorney with 
over 30 years of experience. A mother of two, Sari understands 
the importance of family and protecting the rights of children.

With Long Island and Manhattan offi ces, Sari and her team 
are dedicated to helping families with legal matters including 
Divorce, Alimony/Maintenance, Fathers’ Rights, Grandparents’ 
Rights, Postnuptial, Prenuptial, Same-Sex Marriage, Separation 
Agreements, Child Custody, Child Support and Visitation.

Sari provides one-on-one attention that allows for a personal-
ized legal plan. “As every family is unique, a cookie-cutter legal 
approach is not effective,” Sari said.

Sari is General Counsel for the Fathers’ Rights Association of NYS and Long Island. 
Sari received the 2012 Leadership in Law Award by Long Island Business News was 
recognized as being one of ‘New York’s Women Leaders in the Law’ as seen in New York 
Magazine in 2014; and has been listed in Who’s Who in American Law. 

Sari lectures about matrimonial law at Marino Institute Continuing Legal Education 
Seminars and has published articles on family law matters.

666 OLD COUNTRY RD., STE 704, GARDEN CITY, NY 11530 | PH: 516.222.1030
515 MADISON AVE., 40TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10022 | PH: 212.722.6167 | WWW.SARILAW.COM
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ADRIA S. HILLMAN

adria s. Hillman family 
law offi ce concentrates on 
complex, multijurisdic-
tional divorce, fi nancial and 
custodial issues (including 
forensic evaluations, access 
calendars, mental health issues) for high net 
worth individuals. 

Highly experienced in all forms of resolu-
tion from simple settlements to mediated, 
collaborated and litigated resolutions. exten-
sive experience in strategic analysis, trials, 
appeals, negotiations, settlement and docu-
ment drafting. works with knowledgeable 
and skilled business valuation experts on a 
wide range of industries, including hedge 
funds, private equity and other fi nancial ser-
vice sectors. accessible, direct, responsive 
and judicious. offi ces include experienced 
counsel and paralegals. 

ms. Hillman is aV preeminent® rated by 
martindale-Hubbell® and has been designat-
ed a Super Lawyer. she is a special master, 
Civil Court, aDr Neutral, New York County 
supreme Court.

ADRIA S. HILLMAN, ATTORNEY AT LAW, P.C.
41 east 57tH street, 34tH floor 
New YorK, NY 10022 
pH: 212.593.5223 
faX: 212.593.4633 
aHillmaN@aDriasHillmaN.Com
www.aDriasHillmaN.Com
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BETTINA D. HINDIN

a dynamic family law practi-
tioner, Bettina has the talent 
and experience to balance 
the tactical elements es-
sential for courtroom success 
with the innovative settle-
ment techniques vital to produce optimal re-
sults for her clients. an acknowledged expert 
in the fi eld, and a partner in her fi rm, Bettina 
has appeared often as a commentator for 
msNBC and CNN and has authored numer-
ous articles for The New York Law Journal. 

she is a sought after lecturer on family law 
issues, including prenuptial agreements, 
spousal support, and lGBt rights, and has 
been selected for inclusion in “New York 
super lawyers.” Bettina has been appointed 
to the executive Committee of the NYs Bar 
association family law section, has twice 
served on the Committee on matrimonial 
law of the association of the Bar of the City 
of New York, and is a certifi ed law Guardian. 
Bettina provides clients with innovative and 
effective guidance at the most sophisticated 
level, and is recognized for her exceptional 
skills in the investigation, analysis, and reso-
lution of the complex issues arising in high 
net worth domestic relations matters.

BETTINA D. HINDIN, ESQ.
437 maDisoN aVeNUe
New YorK, NY 10022
pH: 212.832.3939 | faX: 212.838.1103
BHiNDiN@raoUlfelDer.Com
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“our fi rm doesn’t handle cases—it represents people with 
real families.” at the law offi ces of Gary i. Cohen, Gary Cohen 
and his staff of two associate attorneys devote themselves to 
the entire range of problems and issues that stem from the 
divorce process. long selected by his peers for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America*, Cohen is known as much for his 
compassion for his clients and adversaries as he is his legal acu-
ity, and this is a personal quality that is shared by every member 
of the fi rm.

He is a past president of the Connecticut trial lawyers asso-
ciation and the Connecticut chapter of the american academy 
of matrimonial lawyers, as well as one of only 100 diplomates 
of the american College of family trial lawyers. though 
his courtroom skills and his ability in examining and cross-
examining adverse witnesses and experts is a much celebrated 
facet of his expertise, it is his humanistic approach to the often 
complex and highly personal matters surrounding divorce that 
has defi ned his reputation. litigation prowess aside, Cohen 
considers trial to be a last resort, preferring to seek to preserve 
the relationships and assets involved with a good faith negotia-
tion based on an in-depth understanding of the issues involved. 
“the ideal settlement in a divorce case is a win-win, but you 
really need to take the time and trouble to understand the 
dynamics of a particular family, instead of trying to fi t all clients 
into a preconceived mold of what’s right,” he says.

LAW OFFICES OF GARY I. COHEN, P.C.

1100 sUmmer street, sUite 300
stamforD, Ct 06905
pH: 203.622.8787 | faX: 203.622.8798 | www.GiClaw.Com

*selection process for Best Lawyers in America can be found at www.bestlawyers.com/about/MethodologyCT.aspxFrom left: Erika C. Otocka, Gary I. Cohen, Annmarie P. Briones
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for snyder & sarno, catering to the 
comfort and needs of each family the fi rm 
represents is paramount. whether they’re 
dealing with complex family and matri-
monial law matters, medical malpractice, 
or personal injury claims, the New Jersey 
fi rm’s 15 attorneys use their comprehen-
sive knowledge and experience to help 
resolve their clients’ issues as swiftly and 
smoothly as possible. 

and their dedication to clients and 
practice does not go unrecognized. 
founding partners angelo sarno and 
edward s. snyder have been selected as 
members of New Jersey’s Super Lawyers 
every year since the list was originated 
in 2005.

“this year brings with it a number of 
important developments in the evolution of the fi rm,” sarno says. “in addition to two 
new practice areas—complex tort/medical malpractice and estate and trusts—the fi rm 
also welcomed eliot Goldstein (of counsel) and paul da Costa (partner) to our somer-
ville and roseland offi ces.” 

to serve the needs of its expanding client base, the fi rm recently opened its third 
location. the new Bergen County offi ce is located in the prestigious Court plaza Build-
ing, opposite the Bergen County Courthouse in Hackensack. 

the addition of two new associates, laura Guinta Gencarelli and ruth Kim, brings 
depth to meet the fi rm’s growing presence, explains partner Joseph maceri, who man-
ages the Bergen County offi ce, says: “our fi rm will continue to build on its excellent 
northern New Jersey reputation as we further develop into a full-service practice.”

From left: Ruth Kim, Scott D. Danaher, Rawan Hmoud, Joseph V. Maceri,
Stacey A. Cozewith, Hon. Thomas P. Zampino (Ret.), Of Counsel, Angelo Sarno, 
Edward S. Snyder, Paul M. da Costa, Eliot Goldstein, Of Counsel,
Laura Guinta Gencarelli, Jill D. Turkish, Ashley R. Vallillo 
Insets, from left: John J. Trombadore, Of Counsel, Neil Braun, Of Counsel
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SNYDER & SARNO, LLC

MAIN OFFICE
425 eaGle roCK aVe.
roselaND, NJ 07068 
pH: 973.274.5200
SOMERVILLE OFFICE
1 easterN aVe., ste 2w
somerVille, NJ 08876
pH: 908.927.0200
BERGEN OFFICE
25 maiN st., 6tH floor
HaCKeNsaCK, NJ 07601
pH: 201.488.3366
WWW.SNYDERSARNO.COM
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The Chrysler Building: 405 Lexington Avenue, 42nd Floor, New York, New York 10174
P 212.599.1515 • F 212.599.6155 • www.SRMMLaw.com

FOR ALMOST 20 YEARS, AAML Fellows and partners, Allan D. Mantel 
and Kevin M. McDonough have worked as a team, representing many of 
NYC’s most prominent and � nancially sophisticated clients in their sensitive 
divorce and prenuptial agreement matters.  When necessary they are able 
to draw on the � rm’s sophisticated expertise of tax partner, Dennis Stein, 
and commercial litigator partner, Gerard Riso, to provide comprehensive 
and total in-house representation, regardless of the matter’s breadth or 
complexity.  Most o� en the � rm’s matrimonial clients obtain e� ective settle-
ments without resorting to litigation due to the reputation and superior 
negotiation skills of Mantel and McDonough.  Mr. Mantel is past President 
of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (New York); has been 
awarded an AV rating by Martindale-Hubbell® (20 years); and recognized by 
NYC Ten Leaders and the International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers.  
Mantel and McDonough both also have been selected by � e Best Lawyers 
in America and Super Lawyers.

Committed to Excellence

KEVIN M. MCDONOUGH

ALLAN D. MANTEL

page prooF—For approval onlY

The Kitson Law Firm, LLP
L A W Y E R S  &  C O U N S E L O R S  W H O  C A R E

50 MAIN ST., STE 960, WHITE PLAINS, NY 10606 | P: 914.285.9797 |  F: 914.285.9817 | WWW.KITSONLAW.COM

The Kitson Law Firm, LLP devotes its practice to 
providing clients with skilled and innovative repre-
sentation across the spectrum of family law matters 
including divorce, custody, child support, spousal 
support (alimony), domestic violence, property dis-
tribution and pre- and post nuptial agreements.

With over 65 years of collective experience and 
knowledge, we are uniquely situated to provide our 
clients with the advice and counsel necessary to 
navigate the emotionally diffi cult, and often fi nan-
cially uncertain, legal process in the most expedient 
and least stressful manner.

We work with forensic accounting experts to skill-
fully analyze fi nancial information and aggressively pursue property distribution claims in high 
net worth cases involving complex business, investment and real estate interests. 

We work with mental health professionals and substance abuse experts to formulate plans to 
promote the wellbeing of the client and family when issues of custody, addiction or domestic 
violence are involved. 

The Kitson Law Firm, LLP is mindful of each family’s unique needs, circumstances and goals. 
We have attorneys trained in Collaborative Law, Arbitration and Mediation. Negotiated resolu-
tions are always preferable, however, our skill and experience enable us, whenever necessary, 
to undertake litigation at all levels, including in the most complex and contentious cases. 
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MONA R. 
MILLSTEIN, ESQ.

law offi ces of mona r. 
millstein specializes in 
matrimonial and family law, 
including skillfully strategiz-
ing, negotiating and drafting 
agreements resolving division of assets, sup-
port and custody/access issues, and expertly 
litigating matrimonial/family court proceed-
ings through trial. ms. millstein, initially 
trained in commercial litigation, combines 
her litigation expertise with her commitment 
to help clients reach comprehensive, fair 
and cost-effective negotiated resolutions in 
matrimonial matters. the millstein fi rm thus 
affords clients compassionate, responsive 
and successful settlement strategies toward 
amicable resolutions, and, when necessary, 
committed, skillful, and effective courtroom 
advocacy. ms. millstein works with accom-
plished fi nancial forensic experts in the anal-
ysis and valuation of a wide-array of business 
interests and complex fi nancial issues, as well 
as experienced mental health professionals 
and child advocates fostering custody resolu-
tions in children’s best interests. ms. millstein 
is and has been martindale-Hubbell® aV pre-
eminent® rated and active in numerous bar 
and other associations related to matrimonial 
law and practice.

LAW OFFICES OF MONA R. MILLSTEIN
150 east 58tH street, 34tH floor
New YorK, NY 10155
pH: 212.888.3133 | faX: 212.317.2946
moNarmillsteiN@Gmail.Com
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PHILIP S. MILONE

philip s. milone has been 
practicing matrimonial and 
family law for more than 30 
years in all of New York City, 
Nassau and suffolk. milone 
handles each client as his 
only one, giving you his total dedication and 
attention. He understands the emotional 
upheaval you are suffering. He has been 
involved in every type of case including the 
extremely high-confl ict case where every 
issue is litigated. He handles interstate and 
international custody cases. milone handled 
and prevailed in high profi le cases including 
the fi rst paternity case that used the DNa of 
a deceased father to prove paternity; he han-
dled and prevailed in the fi rst international 
custody cases under the international treaty 
between the U.s.a. and israel. He has been 
a member of the international academy of 
Collaborative professionals. milone has also 
been a lecturer in the parent education and 
Custody effectiveness (peaCe) program. He 
has lectured on Custody at the Queens Bar 
association. meet with philip s. milone to 
discuss your case and you will see how his 
experience and understanding of your situa-
tion can benefi t you and your children.

PHILIP S. MILONE, ESQ. | ATTORNEY AT LAW
1055 fraNKliN aVeNUe, sUite 202
GarDeN CitY, NY 11530
pH: 516.280.2895 | faX: 516.280.2879
attYmiloNe@aol.Com
www.miloNelaw.Com
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leslie Barbara and malcolm taub are 
veteran divorce lawyers with extensive 
life experience in matrimonial and family 
law. “we feel that not only do we have 
extensive expertise in this area of law, 
but also have a level of compassion that 
helps us empathize with our client,” 
taub says.

Barbara and taub lead the matrimonial 
and family law department at Davidoff 
Hutcher & Citron llp, which has expand-
ed to seven attorneys since its inception. 
recently, robert lewis, taub’s associate 
for more than a decade, has been named 
a partner of the fi rm. Now with more than 
100 years of collective experience, this 
team can support signifi cant matrimo-
nial matters involving complex interests. 
“we’re part of a full-service law fi rm so 
it’s extraordinarily benefi cial to the client that we can walk down 
the hall and leverage the expertise of people who practice in 
multi-faceted areas of the law such as tax, real estate, or corpo-
rate law,” Barbara notes.

the fi rm has developed a reputation for handling the most 
sophisticated matters. indeed, Barbara and taub have repre-
sented a number of high-profi le and high-net-worth individuals, 
including celebrities, professional athletes, restaurateurs, chief 
executive offi cers, and their spouses. still, taub emphasizes: 
“we’re attentive and caring with all of our clients, regardless of 

how high-profi le they are.”
taub, who has been named in New York Super Lawyers, has 

served as an adjunct professor at various universities and is on 
the board of trustees for two schools that educate learning dis-
abled children. Barbara, meanwhile, has worked on international 
custody abduction cases and volunteers for the National Center 
for missing and exploited Children. “the most important thing 
that we do is to minimize the impact of divorce on the family 
and the children,” Barbara explains. “we’re parents fi rst.”

Seated, from left: Leslie F. Barbara, Esq., Malcolm S. Taub, Esq., Robert J. Lewis, Esq.
Standing, from left: Dianna Maria, Josephine Vitiello, Adam D. Citron, Esq., Eve Helitzer, Esq., 
Lyssette Rivera, Magaly Brazoban
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DAVIDOFF HUTCHER 
& CITRON LLP

605 tHirD aVeNUe, New YorK, NY 10158
pH: 212.557.7200 | faX: 212.286.1884 | www.DHCleGal.Com
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EllEn B. Holtzman  
a leader in matrimonial and Family law
EllEn B. Holtzman is known and respected statewide as one of the leading 

family law and matrimonial attorneys in new York. Ellen’s clients benefit from 

her more than 30 years of successful experience in the full range of matrimonial 

and family law matters, from pre-nuptial agreements to paternity actions, from 

separation to divorce, from parental access to post-judgment enforcement, 

and from stepparent adoptions to asset distribution. the firm is known for 

its strength in even the most difficult and complex cases, such as interstate 

child custody matters, cases involving domestic violence, juvenile issues, and 

parental kidnapping. Ellen has a record of results in litigation, and, together 

with meryl neuren, her associate, is known for particular expertise in appellate matters. the firm has prevailed in a 

number of family and matrimonial law matters that have set legal precedents in new York. However, Ellen’s cases 

are not confined to high-conflict matters! most cases do not end up going to trial, and Ellen advises clients that 

trials are not only costly, but that they greatly increase the acrimony between the parties. While Ellen is a master 

of traditional negotiation, she is always prepared to go to trial if it is necessary. She and ms. neuren are also 

experienced in the increasingly popular collaborative law divorce process, for couples who agree to divorce without 

litigation. Ellen Holtzman is a past president of the Women’s Bar association of the State of new York, and currently 

serves as a Commissioner on the new York State legislative Ethics Commission.

EllEn B. Holtzman  101 north middletown Road, nanuet, nY 10954 845-627-0127 rocklandfamilylaw.com
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SCHONFELD & 
GOLDRING, LLP

the law offi ces of 
sCHoNfelD & GolDriNG, 
llp is a widely respected 
boutique law fi rm consist-
ing of highly skilled divorce, 
matrimonial and family law attorneys. all of 
the attorneys at s&G possess a keen under-
standing of the complexity of the divorce 
process, along with the issues associated 
with high-net-worth cases, business valu-
ations, out-of-state custody proceedings, 
parental access, grandparents visitation and 
prenuptial agreements.

esther schonfeld (pictured) and aliza 
Goldring, the founding partners of s&G, 
have specialized experience in all aspects 
of the divorce processes from litigation and 
appeals to mediation and collaborative law. 
s&G also frequently appears in rabbinical 
Courts litigating contested matrimonial 
actions, and has extensive experience with 
the “Get law.” 

“we treat each and every client with a high 
level of respect and compassion. we strive 
to get them through very challenging times 
in their lives with emphasis on matinaing 
as much fi nancial and emotional stability as 
possible,” says esther. 

s&G has a supportive, professional and 
specialized legal team dedicated to achiev-
ing the client’s goal. 
SCHONFELD & GOLDRING, LLP
112 sprUCe street, sUite a, 
CeDarHUrst, NY 11516
pH: 516.569.5001 | faX: 516.569.3360
www.sCHoNfelDaNDGolDriNG.Com

PAGE PROOF—FOR APPROVAL ONLY

PATRICIA A.
SOKOLICH, ESQ.

patricia a sokolich, esq. has 
been admitted to the Bar of 
the state of New York since 
1994, and is admitted to 
practice before the federal 
Courts in the eastern District of New York, 
and supreme Court of the United states. 

patricia is a member of the association 
of trial lawyers, the National institute of 
trial advocacy, New York state Bar associa-
tion, Nassau County Bar association and 
is a Barrister with the New York family law 
american inn of Court, which focuses on 
matrimonial and family law.

patricia was appointed to the second 
Department’s attorney for the Children panel 
and has been an active member for over 20 
years. patricia is also a trained Divorce and 
family mediator. since her admission to the 
New York state Bar, patricia has specialized 
in the fi eld of matrimonial and family law. 
pat is personally involved with her clients, 
from start to fi nish.

LAW OFFICE OF PATRICIA A. SOKOLICH, ESQ.
666 olD CoUNtrY roaD, sUite 900
GarDeN CitY, NY 11530
pH: 516.222.0572 | faX: 516.745.0844
pas@soKoliCHfamilYlaw.Com
www.soKoliCHfamilYlaw.Com
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DEBORAH HOPE
WAYNE, ESQ.

Transforming How People 
Resolve Confl ict

Deborah Hope wayne is a 
collaborative lawyer and 
mediator serving New York 
City and westchester County. as a strong ad-
vocate with over 20 years’ experience in family 
and matrimonial law and principled negotia-
tions, Deborah is dedicated to helping people 
resolve confl ict without court intervention. 
she guides clients through the complex dy-
namics of prenuptial agreements, separation, 
divorce and other family law issues by using an 
understanding-based approach that stresses 
cooperation and respect. as an experienced 
mediator, she uses strategies that encourage 
good-faith problem-solving, ensuring that both 
parties are heard and all needs are addressed. 

ms. wayne is a founding member of the 
academy of professional family mediators and 
is a member of the New York state Council for 
Divorce mediation. she is on the Board of the 
New York association of Collaborative profes-
sionals and is Co-Chairperson of the training 
Committee. she co-developed one of the fi rst 
law school programs on collaborative law in 
the country and is currently an adjunct profes-
sor of Collaborative law at pace University 
school of law.

DEBORAH HOPE WAYNE, ESQ.
230 parK aVeNUe, 10tH floor
New YorK, NY 10169 | pH: 646.435.5570
271 NortH aVeNUe, sUite 812
New roCHelle, NY 10801 | pH: 914.365.1200 
WWW.DEBORAHWAYNELAW.COM
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299 BROADWAY, SUITE 1405, NEW YORK, NY 10007 PH: 212.233.3400 FAX: 212.732.6972
SHAH@ALLYLAWNYC.COM • WWW.ALLYLAWNYC.COM

“FAMILY LAW IS A UNIQUE AREA OF LAW. 
WE DEAL WITH MATTERS OF THE HEART.” 
THIS IS SHAH’S GUIDING PRINCIPLE. 
after years as a prosecutor for the administration for Children 
services and an assistant Corporation Counsel with the New York 
City law Department, he established his own fi rm specializing in 
child custody, child support, and matrimonial law.

settlements outside of Court are the best alternative for both 
parties. a lengthy trial should be your last resort. shah uses his negotiation skills to seek fair settlements for 
his clients. “the attorney-client relationship is important to me. each client should feel like we are working on 
the case together, in a partnership,” says shah. every case is unique and deserves personalized attention.

if Court proceedings are unavoidable, clients should be confi dent with the representation they receive. there 
is no substitute for experience. shah is a seasoned litigator who will advocate zealously for his clients’ rights. 
He is a fi xture in family and supreme Courts, familiar with the people and the process involved.

shah is currently an adjunct professor at long island University, Brooklyn, where he teaches a course in 
family law to graduate students in the fi eld of mental health treatment. “i believe in the importance of being 
innovative and well-informed, which is why i fi nd teaching an invaluable experience,” says shah. through 
regularly organized guest lectures and receptions, shah provides his students with different perspectives and 
experiences from respected professionals in the area of family law. He views the intersection between the 
law and the mental health profession as key. “the legal process is much more than a resolution to a problem, 
it is about ensuring the wholesome well-being of the people involved.” 

shah continues to enrich his expertise in the area of family law as a member of the Children and law 
committee with the New York City Bar association, as well as a part of numerous advisory committees in the 
New York City family Court. His active involvement in the community extends through his appointment to 
Community Board #12-manhattan and as a member of the Board of Directors to the aCaCia Network, a 
community based group that provides social services to diverse neighborhoods. 
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Chemtob moss & forman, llp is a 
vibrant, aggressive boutique matrimonial 
and family law fi rm located in midtown 
manhattan. the fi rm, which concentrates 
its practice in divorce litigation, custody 
litigation, prenuptial agreements, 
separation agreements, paternity issues, 
post-judgment litigation, and visitation 
disputes, has quickly become one of 
the largest matrimonial law fi rms 
in New York City.

the fi rm was founded in 2002 by a 
group of rising stars in matrimonial law 
who had previously practiced at large 
corporate fi rms. their experience in 
overseeing intricate fi nancial issues has 
proven invaluable in cases that involve 
complicated marital estates. over the 
years, the fi rm’s diligent attorneys have 
striven to reduce the stress of the legal 
process for clients by providing skilled 
and passionate advocacy. together 
they have handled the splits of high-
profi le Hollywood players, hedge fund 
managers and business owners. they 
also provided representation for one of 
the fi rst divorces of a same-sex couple in 
New York. partner Nancy Chemtob says 
of the fi rm’s attorneys: “we are all in our 

professional prime—we are young and 
open enough to recognize creative new 
solutions, while having a great deal of 
energy and love for what we do.”

the fi rm’s attorneys successfully 
guide clients through what are often 
emotionally charged disputes by 
immediately identifying a client’s goals 
and mapping out a comprehensive 
strategy to achieve them. while the fi rm 
believes that thoroughly negotiated 
settlements are generally in a client’s best 
interest, they are known for providing 

aggressive and effective representation 
at all trial and appellate levels. “if a 
case cannot settle,” says partner sue 
moss,“our client can be assured that we 
have the experience and intelligence to 
achieve their goals in the courtroom.”

CHEMTOB MOSS 
& FORMAN, LLP

3 east 54tH street, 16tH floor
New YorK, NY 10022
pH: 212.317.1717
faX: 212.317.1555
www.CmfesQ.Com

From left: Alexis Wolf, Joshua Forman, Marcy Katz, Jeremy Bethel, Mudita Chawla, Michael Beyda, 
Nancy Chemtob, Andrew Eliot, Susan Moss 
Not pictured: Charlotte Morgan  
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the meyers law Group, pC, is a boutique 
fi rm located in Huntington, New York, 
concentrating in divorce and all family 
law matters in suffolk County, Nassau 
County, Queens and New York City.

it is no secret why so many lawyers refer 
their matrimonial and family law matters 
to Natasha meyers, esq. - her fi rm works 
one-on-one with the clients in order 
to achieve successful results. Natasha 
meyers’ goal is to achieve those results 
through dedication, individual attention, 
and by providing the highest standard of 
legal representation.

Natasha meyers is recognized as a 
talented litigator and a skilled nego-
tiator representing entrepreneurs and 
professionals involved in high-net-worth 
divorces, complex property distribution 
matters, as well as contested child cus-
tody proceedings. “Handling a contested 
divorce or a child custody matter requires 
skill, experience, and being resolution-
oriented,” she says. “in my practice, i 
see great people at their worst. my role 
is to counsel my clients on the law, listen 
to their specifi c needs, and bring their 

matter to a prompt resolution by avoid-
ing unnecessary acrimony at a time when 
emotions can get the best of people.”

Natasha meyers provides every client 
with the highest standard of legal care 
and individual attention, tailored to meet 
their specifi c needs. ms. meyers has 
litigated hundreds of contentious divorce 
and custody cases which require strong 
trial and advocacy skills in the courtroom 
and she has settled many more cases 
outside the courtroom.

Natasha meyers is a member of the suf-
folk County Bar association, Nassau Bar 
association, suffolk County women’s Bar 
association, New York state Bar associa-
tion, american Bar association, women’s 
Bar association of the state of New York, 
american trial lawyers association of 
america, a member of and trustee for the 
Huntington lawyers Club, and a member 
of the New York state academy of trial 
lawyers. she also participates in the 
st. patrick’s legal program in Huntington, 
which provides free legal services to the 
indigent, and is a certifi ed 
divorce mediator.

Natasha Meyers
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NATASHA MEYERS, ESQ. 
THE MEYERS LAW GROUP, PC.

55 elm s., HUNtiNGtoN, NY 11743 | pH: 631.784.7722 | www.BestNewYorKDiVorCe.Com
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SoK lawyers’ years of 

experience places the fi rm 

in a unique position to deal 

with the complicated tax, 

accounting and business issues 

involved in addressing the 

valuation of businesses, real 

estate, professional practices 

and other marital assets 

and holdings, as well as the 

complicated issues presented 

in custody, parental access 

or support matters. although 

experienced trial lawyers, 

SoK also addresses issues by 

alternative resolution methods, 

including negotiation, 

mediation, arbitration and 

collaborative law.

SETTING THE STANDARDS IN FAMILY LAW.

EXCELLENCE. INTEGRITY. CREATIVITY.

200 GARDEN CITY PLAZA
GARDEN CITY, NY 11530
PH: 516.877.8000
WWW.SOKLAW.COM

Front, from left: Stephen W. Schlissel• o , elena Karabatos•, Michael J. ostrow • o Back, from left: Hillary reinharz, 
lisa r. Schoenfeld, neil S. cohen, Joseph a. deMarco, Jennifer rosenkrantz, Jeanine M. elbaz

• Fellow, american academy 
of Matrimonial lawyers

o diplomate, american academy 
of Matrimonial lawyers

Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos, PLLC Celebrates:
• Stephen W. Schlissel’s being named recipient of the 2013 Distinguished 

Service Medallion, the highest honor bestowed by the nassau county Bar 
association (“ncBa”)

• Elena Karabatos’ election as President-Elect of the New York Chapter of the 
american academy of Matrimonial lawyers

• Stephen W. Schlissel’s appointment to the Independent Judicial Election 
Qualifi cations Commission for the 10th Judicial District (Nassau & Suffolk Counties)

• Elena Karabatos’ election as Secretary of the NCBA
• The continued inclusion of three of its lawyers in:

The Best Lawyers in America
New York Super Lawyers
Ten Leaders, Matrimonial & Divorce Law of Long Island 

• Partner Joseph A. DeMarco’s selection as a Super Lawyers rising Star
• Elena Karabatos again being selected to the Who’s Who in Women 

in Professional Services
• Continuation of two of its partners as Diplomates of the American College of 

Family Trial Lawyers, whose membership is limited to 100 lawyers nationally
• Lisa R. Schoenfeld’s selections to New York Rising Stars 2013 list and Chair of the 

Young lawyers Section of the new York State Bar association
• Jennifer Rosenkrantz’ appointment as fi rst vice chair of the Nassau County Bar 

association’s Matrimonial and Family law committee

SCHLISSEL OSTROW
KARABATOS, PLLCSOK

LAW


