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I to regret, if there be any thing about me, {o formi-
dable to the Faction as to have made me worthy to be
diftinguifhed - by the plcmtuc‘c of ns rancour and
venom !

It is certain that I have had a pretty copious experi-
ence of its malignity. For the honor of human na-
ture, it is to be hoped that the examples are not
numerous of men fo greatly calumniated and perfecut-
ed, as1 have been, with fo little caufe.

I dare appeal to my immediate: fellow citizens of
whatever political party for the truth of the afiertion,
that no man ever carried into public life a more un-
blemifhed pecuniary reputation, than that with which
I undertook the office of Secretary of the Treafury ; a
character marked by an indifference to the acquifition
of property rather than by an avidity for it.

With fuch a charater, however natural it was to
expect criticifm and oppofition, as to the political
principles which I might manifelt or be fuppofed to
entertain, as to the wifdom or expediency of the pians,
which I might propofe, or asto the {kill; care or dili-
gence with “which. the bufinefs of my department might

.. be executed, it was not natural to cxpcé‘t nor dxd

I expect that my fidelity or integrity in a pccumary
fenfe would ever be called in quel’uon ~

But on this head a mortifying dxiappomtmcnt has
been experienced.  Without the- {lightelt foundation,
I have been repeatedly held up to the fufpicions of the
world as a man direted in his adminiftration by the
moft fordid views; whe did not fcruple to facrifice
the public to his private intereft, his dutyand honor to
the finifter accumulation of wealth.

Merely becaufe I refeined an opinion once common
to me and the moft influencial of thofewho oppofed me,
That the public debt ought to be provided for on the bafis
of the contrali upon which it was created, 1 have been
wickedly accufed with wantonly increafing the pub-
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Relying upon this weakne{s of human nature, the
Jacobin Scandal-Club though often defeated con-
ftantly return to the charge. Old calumnies are ferved
up a-frefh and every pretext is feized to add to the
catalogue—The perfon whom they feek to blacken,
by dint of repeated ftrokes of their brufh, becomes a
demon in their own eyes, though he might be pure
and bright as an angel but for the daubing of thofe
wizard painters. i

Of all the vile attempts which have been made to
injure my character that which has been lately revived
in No. V and VI, of the hiftory of the United States
for 1796 is the moft vile. This ic will be impoffible
for any intelligent, 1 will not fay candid, man to doubt,
when he fhall have accompanied me through the ex-
amination, S

I owe perhaps to my friends an apology for conde-
fcending to give a public explanation. A juft pride
with relu&tance ftoops to a formal vindication againft
fo defpicable a contrivance and is inclined rather to
oppofe to it the uniform evidence of an upright cha-
ratter. This would be my conduct on the prefent
occafion, did not the tale feem to derive a fanétion
from the names of three men of fome weight and
confequence in the fociety: a circamftance, which I
truft will excufe me for paying attention to a. {lander
that without this prop, would defeat itfelf by intrinfic

- circumfitances of abfurdity and malice.

The charge againft me is a conneétion with one
James Reynolds for purpofes of improper pecuniary
fpeculation, My real crime is an amorous connettion
with his wife, for 2 confiderable time with his privity

-and connivance, if not originally brought on by a

combination between the hufband and wife with the
defign to extort money from me.

This confeffion is not made without a blufh, 1
cannot be the apologift of any vice becaufe the
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objects of the improper conne€lion (for this is pre-
. tended and that the letters were afterwards burnt acm
- requeflt) to unbofom myfelf to him with a prodigality
. of confidence, by very unneceffarily telling him, as he
. alleges, of a connection in fpeculation between myfelf
- and Mr. Duer. It is very extraordinary, if the head
of the money department of a country, being unprin--
cipled enough to facrifice his truft and his integrity,
could not have contrived objeéts of profit fufficiently
 large to have engaged the co-operation of men of far
-~ greater importance than Reynolds, and with whom
there could have been due fafety, and fhould have
been driven to the neceflity of unkennelling fuch a
reptile to be the inftrument of his cupidity.

But, morcover, the {cale of the concern with Rey- .
- nolds, fuch as it is prefented, is contemptibly narrow
- for a rapacious fpeculating fecretary -of the treafury.
Clingmany, Reynoids and his wife were manifeftly in
very clofe confidence with each other. It feems there
was a free communication of fecrets. Yetin clubbing
their different items of information as to the fupplies of
money which Reynolds received from me, what do
they amount to ! Clingman ftates, that Mrs. Reynolds
told him, that ata certain time her hufband had re-
ceived from me upwards of eleven hundred dollars.
A note 1s produced which thews that at one time fifty
dollars were fent to him, and another note is produced,
by which and the information of Keynolds himfelf
through Clingman, 1t appears that at another time 300
dollars were afked and refufed—Another fum of 200 -
dollars is fpoken of by Clingman as having been furnith- .
ed to Reynolds at fome other time. What a {cale of
fpeculation is this for the head of a public treafury, for
one who in the very publication that brings forward
the charge is reprefented as having procured to be funds
ed at forty millions a debt which ought to have been
difcharged at ten or fifteen millions for the criminal
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B and which continued till after the period of the libera-
' tion of the two former from the profecution againft
' them, neither of them has ever fpecified the objets of
the pretended connection in fpeculation between Rey-
 nolds and me. ~ The pretext that the letters which con-
. tained the evidence were deftroyed is no anfwer. They
' could not have been forgotten and might have been
' difclofed from memory. The total omiffion of this
. could only have proceeded from the confideration that
detail might have led to dete@ion. The deftruction of
'~ lerters befides 1s a fition, which is refuted not only by
- the general improbability, that I fhould put- myfelf

. upon paper with fo defpicable a perfon on a fubject

which might expofe me to infamy, but by the evidence

- of extreme caution on my part in this particular, re-
L {ulting from the laconic and difguifed form of the notes

which ~re produced—They prove inconteftibly that
there was an unwillingnefs to truft Reynolds with my
hand writing.  The true reafon was, that I apprehend-
eéd he might make ufe of it to imprefs upon others the
belief of fome pecuniary connection with me, and be-
fides implicating my character might render it the en-
gine of a falfe credit, or turn it to fome other finifter
ufe—Hence the difguife ; for my conduct in admitting
at once and without hefitation that the notes were from
me proves that it was never my intention by the ex-
pedient of difguifing my hand to fhelter myfelf from
any ferious inquiry.

‘The accufation againft me was never heard of “uill
Clingman and Reynolds were under profecution by the
treafury for an infamous crime—It will be feen by the
document No. 1 (a) that during the endeavours of
Clingman to obtain relief, through the interpofition of
Mr. Mughlenberg, he made to the latter the com-
municatios of my pretended crimimality. It will be
further fecn by documenc No. 2 that Reynolds had
while inprifon conveyed to the ears of Mefirs. Moaroe
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B mutilation is alone fatisfaory proof of contrivance and

§ impofition. The manner of accounting for it is frivol-
ous.

* The words of the letter are ftrong—{atisfaction is to

B be had of all events, per fas et nefas, “and Clingman 1s the

B chofen confidential agent of the laudable plan of ven-

geance. [t muft be confefled he was not wanting in his
part.

Rf’yno]ds, as will be fecn bv No. II (a) alleges that

£ 2 merchant cameto him and offered as a volunteer to

B be his bail, who he fulpected had been inftigated to it
- by me, and after being decoyed to the place the
B merchant withed to carry " him to, he refufed being his
 bail, unlefs he would depofit a fum of money to fome
confiderable amount which he could not do and was in
& confequence committed to prifon. Clingman (No. IV
® 1) tells the fame ftory in fubftance though -with fome
B difference in form leaving to be implied what Reynolds
exprefics and naming Henry Seckel as the merchant. ‘The

§ depofition of this xeipgdab]f* citizen (No. XXIII) gives

| the lie to both, and fhews that he was in fa&t the agent
B of Clingman, from motives of good will to him, ‘as his
& former book-keeper, that he never had any commu-
nication with me concerning either of them till after
they were both in cuftody, that when he came asa mef-
fenger to me from one of them, I notonly declined in-
terpoﬁng in their behalf, but informed Mr. Seckel
that thcy had been guilty of a crime and advdld him to
have nothing to do with them.
| This hn(ﬂc fact goes far to invalidate the ‘whole
ftory. It thews pamly the difregard of truth and the
| malice by which the parties were actvated. Other
B important inferences are to be drawn from the tranf-
L action. Had I been confcious that I had any thing to
' fear from Reyuclds of the nature which has been pre-

. tended, fhould I have warned Mr. Secke! arrainf’c‘hav-

ing any thing to-do with them ? Should I not rather
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| nolds, of its difcovery, real and prétended by the Huf-
. band, and of the difagreeable embarrafiments to which
. it expofed me. ~ This hittory will be {fupported by the
letiers of Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, which leave no
room for doubt of the principal faéts, and at the fame
time explain with precifion, the objects of the little
| notes from me which have been publithed, thewing
. clearly that fuch of them as have related to money had
no reference: to-any concern in fpeculation.. As the
fituation which will be difclofed, will fully explain
. every ambiguous appearance, and meet fatisfactorily
the written documents, nothing more can be requifite
'~ to my juftification. For frail indeed will be the tenure
by which the moft blamelefs man will-hold his reputa-
- tion, if the affertions of three of the moft abandoned
charaéters in the community, two of them. ftigmatized
- by the difcrediting crime which has been mentioned,
L are fufficient to blaft it—The bufinefs of accufation
would foon become in fuch a cafe, aregular trade, and
| men’s reputations would be bought and fold like any
| marketable commodity.

Some time in the {ummer of the year 1791 a2 woman
cdlled at my houfe in the city of Philadelphia and afked
to fpeak with me in private. I attended her into a
room apart from the family. With a feeming air of af-
fli€tion fhe informed that the was a daughter of a Mr.
Lewis, fifter to a Mr. G. Livingfton of the State of
New-York, and wife to a Mr.-Reynolds whofe father
was in the Commiffary Department during the war
with Great Britain, that her hufband, who for a long
time had treated her very cruelly, had lately left her,to
live wich another woman, and in fo deftitutea condition,
that though defirous of returning to her friends fhe had
not the means—that knowing 1 was a citizen of New-
York, fhe had taken the liberty to apply to my
humanity for affiftance.

G
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As Mr. Duer had refigned his office fome time be-

. fore the feat of government was removed to Philadel-
~ phia; this dilcovery, if it had been true, was not very

important—yet it was the intereft of my paffions to ap-

8 pear to fet value upon it, and to continue the expeéta-

== - o= ¥ =

. tion of friendf{hip and good offices. Mr. Reynolds told
- me he was going to Virginia, and on his return would

oint out fomething in which I could ferve him. Ido

not know but he faid fomething about employment in a
public office.

On his return he afked employment as a clerk in the

- treafury department. The knowledge I had acquired
- of him was decifive againft fuch arequeft. T parried it

by telling him, what was true, that there was no vacancy

~ in my immediate office, and that the appointment of

clerks in the other branches of the department was left

| to the chiefs of the refpective branches.  Reynoldsal-

leged, as Clingman relates No. IV (a) as a topic of

- complaint againft me that I had promifed him employ-

ment and had difappeinted him. The fituation with the
wife would naturally incline me to ¢onciliate this man.

- It is poffible I may have ufed vague expreffions which

raifed expectation; but the more I learned of the per-

- fon, the more inadmiflible his employment in a public

office became. Some material refleGtions will occur
here to adifcerning mind. Could I have preferred my
private gratification to the public intereft, fhould I not

& have found the employment he defired for a man, whom

it was fo convenient to me, on My own ftatement, to

. lay under obligations, Had I had any fuch connection

with him, as he has fince pretended, is it likely that he
would have wanted other employment? Or is it likely
that wanting it, I fhould have hazarded his refentment
by a perfevering refufal? This little- circumftance
fhews at once the delicacy of my conduét, in its public
relations, and the impoflibility of my having had the
copnection pretended with Reynolds,







e )

He in fubftance repeated the topics contained in his
- Jetter, and concluded as he had done there, that he was
- refolved to have fatisfaclion.

I rep]ied that he knew beft what evidence he had of
' the alleged connedtion between me and his wife, that I
neither ‘admicted nor denied it—that if he knew of any
injury I had done him, intitling him to fatisfattion, it
 lay with him to 'name it,

He travelled over the fame ground as before, and
-~ again concluded with the fame vague claim of fatisfac-
tion, but without fpecitying the kind, which would
content him—1It was cafy to underftand that he wanted
money, and to prevent an explofion, I refolved to gra-
tify_ him. But willing to manage his delicacy, if he
. had any, I reminded him that I had at our firft .inter-
- view made him a promife of fervice, that I was difpo-
fed to doit as far as might be pioper, and in my pow-
er, and lequcﬁed lnm to confider in what manner-I
L could do 1t, and to write to me—He withdrew with a
promife of compliance.

Two days after, the 17th of December, he wrote
me the letter (No. Ill. b) = The evident drifc of this
Jetter is to exaguerate the injury done by me, to make
a difplay of fenfibility and to magnify the atonement,
which was to be required. It however comes to no
conclufion, but propofes a meeting at the Gedrge Te-
vern, or at fome other place more agrecable to me,
which I fhould name.

On receipt of this letter, I called upon Reynolds,
| and affuming a decifive tone, told him, that I was tired
I of his indecifion, and infifted upon his declaring to me
| explicitly what it was he aimed at—He again promif-
ed to explain by letter.

On the 1gth, I received the promifed letter(No IV.b)
the eflence of which is that the was willing to take a
thoufand dollars as the plaifter for his wounded honor.

_Adetermined to give it to him, and did {o in two pay-
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-~ becaufe I was careful to avoid publicity. It was pro-
. bably neceflary to the project of fome deeper treafon
‘ agam{’c me that I thould be feen at the houfe. Hence
- was it contrived, with all the caution on my part to
- avoid it, that Clingman fhould occaficnally fee me.

The interdittion was every way welcome; and was
. I believe, ftriétly obferved. On the fecond of June
L following, 1 received the letcer No. X VIIL from Mrs,
3 Rtynolds which proves that it was not her plan yet to
- let me off—It was probably the prelude to the letter
- from Reynolds, No. XIX, foliciting a loan of 300
. dollars towards a fubfcrlpnon to the Lancalter Turn-
. pike.  Clingmen’s ftatement, No. IV, admits, on the
. information of Reynolds, that to this letter the follow-
. ing note from me was an anfwer—<“ It is utterly. out of
- my [Jower I affure you ’pon my honour to comply with your
 requeft.  Your note is returned.” The letter itfelf de-
- monftrates, that here was no concern in {peculation on
- my part—that the money 1s alked as a favour and as a
loan, to be reimburfed fimply and without profit in lefs
than a fortnight. My anfwer thews that even the loan
was refufed.

The letter No. XX, from Reynolds, explains the ob-
jeét of my note in chefe words, “Inclofed are 50 dollars,
tbey could ot be fent fooner,” proving that this fum alfo
was begged for in a very apologetic ftile as a mere
loan.

The letters of the 24th and joth of Auguft, No. XXI
and X XII, furnith the key to the affair of the 200 dol-
lars mentioned by Clingman in No. 1V, fhewing that
this fum likewife was afked by way of loan, towards fur-
nithing a {mall boarding-houle which Rcyrzolds and his
wife were or pretended to be about to fet up.

Thefe letters collectively, furnith a complete eluct-
dation of the nature of my tranfadtions with Reynolds.
They refolve them into an amorous connection with

.his wife, deteted, or pretended to be deretted by the
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- alictle after feven. Mr. R. may fee him at any time
- to-day or to-morrow between the hours of two and

three.” '
Mrs. Reynolds more than once confmunicated to me,

- that Reynolds would occafionally relapfe into difcon-
- rent at his ficuation—would treat her very ill—hint at
. the affaffination of me—and more openly threaten, by
- way of revenge, to inform Mrs. Hamilton—all this

naturally gave fome uneafinefs. I could not be abfo-
lutely certain whether it was artifice or realitcy—In the
workings of human inconfiftency, it was very poffible,

' that the fame man might be corrupt enough to com-
pound for his wife’s chaftity and yet have fenfibility

enough to be reftlefs in the fituation and to hate the
caufe of it.

RefleCtions like thefe induced me for fome time to
uvfe palliatives with the ill humours which were an-
nounced to me. Reynolds had called upon me in one
of thefe difcontented moods real or pretended. I was
unwilling to provoke him by the appearance of negleét

- —and having failed to be at home at the hour he had

been permitted to call, I wrote her the above note to
obviate an ill impreflion.

The. foregoing narrative and the remarks accom-
panying it have prepared the way for a perufal of the
letters themfelves.  The more attention is ufed in this,
the more entire will be the fatisfaction which they will
afford.

It has been feen that an explanation on the fubject
was had cotemporarily that is in December 1792, with
three members of Congrefs—F. A. Muhlenberg, J.

* Monroe, and A. Venable. It is proper that the cir-
- cumitances of this tranfadion fhould be accurately

underftood.

The manner in which Mr. Muhlenberg became
engaged in the affair is fully fec forth in the document
(No. L a). Itis not equally clear how the two other

D
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limmediately after faw Mr. Wolcott, and for the

® firlt time informed him of the affair and of the inter-

-~ viev jult had ; and delivering into his hands for peru-
' fal the documents of which I was pofiefled, Iengaged
. him to be prefent at the intended explanation in the

8 cveing.

®  Iithe evening the propofed meeting took place, and
W M. Wolcott according to my requeft attended.  The
£ information, which had been received to that time,
R from Clingman, Reynolds and his wife, was communica-
- ted to me and the notes were I think again exhibited.

Iftated in explanation, the circumftances of my af-
- fairwith Mrs. Reynolds and the confequences of it and
= 1n confirmation produced the documents (No. L. b, to
- XXIL) One-or more of the gentlemen (Mr. Wolcott’s

& cerificate No. XXIV, mentions one, Mr. Venable,

but I think the fame may: be faid of Mr. Mubhlenberg):
was ftruck with fo much conviftion, before I'had got--
i ten through the communication that they delicately
urged me to difcontinue it as unneceflary. Iinfilted
. upon going through the whole and did fo. The re-
fult was a full and unequivocal acknowlegement on
the part of the three gentlemen of perfect fatisfaction -
with the explanation and expreflions of regret at the
trouble and embarraffment which had been oceafioned
to me. Mr. Muhlenberg and Mr, Venable, in par-
ticular manifefted a degrec of fenfibility on the occafion.
Mr. Monroe was more cold but intirely explicit.

One of the gentlemen, I think, exprefled a hope that
I alfo was fatisfied with their conduét in conducting the
inquiry—I anfwered, that they knew I had been hurt
at the openiog of the affair—that this excepted, 1 was
fatisfied wich their condu& and confidered myfelf as
having been treated with candor or with fairnefs and
liberality, I do not now pretend to recollect the exatt
terms. I took the next morning a memorandum of the
fubftance of what was fuid to me, which will be feen
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- of management, and that the impreffion given me had
| not been reciprocal. - The appearance of duplicity in-
- cenfed me ;. but refolving to proceed with caution and
. moderation, I thought the firflt proper ftep was to in-

- quire of the gentlemen whether the paper was genuine.

- of his arrival at New-York I called upon him. The
| iffue of the interview was that ananfwer was to be given

i
.

. A letrer was written for this purpofe the copy of which
- I have miflaid. '

I afterwards received from Meflrs. Muh]enbcrg

| and Venable theletters No. XXIX, XXX, and XX XT.

Receiving noanfwer from Mr. Monroe, and hearing

/

by him, in conjunétion with Mr. Muhlenberg and

i Mr. Venable on his return to Philadelphia, he think-
L ing that as the agency had been joint it was moft pro-

per the anfwer fhould be joint, and intorming me that

. Mr. Venable had told him he would wait his return,

I came to Philadelphia accordingly to bting the af-

E fair to a clofe ; but on my arrivallfound Mr. Venable
b had left the city for Virginia.

Mr. Monroe reached Phitadelphia according to his
, g

. appointment.  And the morning following wrote me
- the note No. XX XII. While this note was on its way to
. my lodgings I was on my way to his—I had a converfa-
| tion with him from which we feparated with a repeti-

tion of the affurance in the note—In the courfe of the

- interviews with Mr. Monroe, the eguivoque in docu-
t ment No. V, (a)and the paper of January od, 1793,

under his fignature were noticed.
I received the day following the letter No. XXXIII,

. to which [ returned the anfwer No, XXXIV ,~accom-

panied with the letter No. XXXV, which was fucceed-

L ed by the letters No. XXX VI—X XX VI—XXXVIIi

—XXXIX—XL. In due time the fequel of the cor-
refpondence will appear.

Though extremely difagreeable to me, for very ob-
vious reaions, Iar length determined in order that na
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§ reccipts to countenance it—The plain anfwer is, that
L Mrs. Reynolds’ own letters contradict abfolutely this
B artful explanation of hers; if indeed fhe ever made it,
& of which Clingman’s aflertion is no evidence whatever.
B Thele letters are proved by the affidavit No. X1,
& though it will eafily be conceived that the proof of
@ them was rendered no eafy matter by a lapfe of near
& five years—They thew explicitly the connection with
' Dber, the difcovery of it by her hufband and the pains
i the ook to prolong it when I evidently withed to get
rid of 1t—This cuts up, by the root, the pretence of
& 2 contrivance between the hufband and myfelf to fa-
B bricate the evidences of it.
®  The variety of thapes which this woman could af-
B fume was endlefs.  Ina converfation between her and
B 2 gentleman whom Jam not ac liberty publicly to name,
- {he made a voluntary confeffion of her belief and even
- knowledge, that I was innocent of all that had been
W laid to my charge by Reynolds or any other perfon of
i her acquaintance, fpoke of me in exalted terms of
clteem and refped, declared in the moft folemn man-
ner her extreme unhappinefs left I fhould fuppofe her
acceflary to the trouble which had been given me on
B that account, and expreffed her fear that the refent:
@ ment of Mr. Reynolds on @ particular feore, might
have urged him to improper lengths of revenge——ap-
pearing at the fame time extremely agitated and un-
- happy. With the gentleman who gives this informa-
tion, I have never been in any relation perfonal or po-
lirical that could be fuppofed to bias him—His name
would evince that he 1s an impartial witnefs.  And
though I am not permitted to make a public ufe of
it, T'am permirted to refer any gentleman to the pe-
B rufal of his letter in the hands of William Bingham,
B Lifquire; who is alfo fo obliging as to permit me to
g depolit with him for fimilar infpection all the original
papers which are contained in the appendix to this
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- make any impfoper conceflion to the apprehenfion of

£ his refentment.

As to the threats intimated in his letters, the nature
i of the caufe will thew that the foft tone of my note was
W not only compatible with thes, buta natural confe-
& quence of them. -
.8 But it is obferved that the dread of the difclofure of
if an amorous connection was not a fufficient caufe for my

. humility, and that I had nothing to lofe as to my re-

§ putation for chaftity concerning which the world had
# fixed a previous opinion.
I fhall not enter into the queftion what was the pre-

N3 vious opinion entertained of me in this particular—nor
& how well founded, if it was indeed fuch as it is repre-

g fented to have been. It is fufficient to fay that there
. is a wide difference between vague rumours and fuf-
IF picions and the evidence of a pofitive fat—no man
B not indelicately unprincipled, with the ftate of manners
& in this country, would be willing to have a conjugal
B infidelity fixed upon him with pofitive certainty—He
-would know that it would juftly injure him with a con-
£ fiderable and refpectable portion of the fociety—and
@ efpecially no man, tender of the happinefs of an ex-
@ cellent wife could without extreme pain look forward
§ to the aflliction which the might endure from the dif-
 clofure, efpecially apudlic difelofure, of the fadt. Thofe
iR beft acquainted with the interior of my domeftic life
will beft appreciate the force of fuch a confideration
upon me.
B  The truth was, that in both relations and efpecially
oF the laft, I dreaded extremely a difclofure—and was
‘B willing to make large facrifices toavoid it. It is true,
iR that from the acquicfcence of Reynolds, I had ftrong
 ties upon his fecrecy, but how could I rely upon any
B tie upon fo bafe a charatter. How could I know, but
& that from moment to moment he might, at the ex-

g

/
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As to the difappearance of the parties after the i~
beration, how am [ anfwerable for it ? Is it not pre-.
fumable, that the inftance difcovered at the Treafury

. Wwas not the only offence of the kind of which they
- were guilty ? After one detection, is it not very proba-,
ble that Reynolds fled to avoid dete@ion in other cafes ?
But exclufive of this, it is known and might eafily be
proved, that Reynolds was confiderably in debt ! Whar
more natural for him than to fly frem his creditors af-
ter having been once expofed by confinement for fuch
a crime? Moreover, atrocious as his conda@ had been
towards me, was it not natural for him to fear that my
refentment might be excited at the difcovery of it, and
that it might have been deemed a fufficient reafon for
retrafting the indulgence, which was thewn by with-
drawing the profecution and for recommencing -t ?

One or all of thefe confiderations will explain the
difappearance of Reynolds without Imputing it to me
as a method of getting rid of a dangerous witnefs.

That difappearance rendered it impra@icable, if it
had been defired to bring him forward to be confront-
ed.  As to Clinginan it was not pretended that he knew

. any thing of what was charged upon me, otherwife
'+ than by the notes which he produced, and the infor-
~ mation of Reynolds and his wife. As to Mrs, Rey-
nolds, fhe in fatt appears by Clingman’s laft fory to
have remained, and to have been acceflible through
', him, by the gentlemen who had undertaken the Inqui--
ry. If they fuppofed it neceffary to the elucidation of
the affair, why did not they bring her forward ? "Chere
can be no doubt of the fufficiency of Clingman’s influ-
ence, for this purpofe, when it is underftood that Mrs.
Reynolds and he afterwards lived together as man and
wife. But to what purpofe the confronting? What
would it have availed to the elucidation o?truth, if
| Reynolds and his wife ‘had impudently made allega-
. tions which I denied. Relative charater and the

(4
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- which the prefent revival of the affair muft have been
- influenced—-I fhall annex an affidavit of Mr. Webfter
. tending to confirm my declaration of-the utter falfehood
- of the affertion, that a menace of publifhing the papers
" which have been publifhed had arrefted the progrefs of
an attempt to hold me up as a candidate for the office
- of Prefident. Does this editor imagine that he will’
- efcape the juft odium which awaits him by the mifera-
- ble fubterfuge of faying that he had the information
| from a refpectable citizen of New-York? Till he
. names the author the inevitable inference muft be that
- he has fabricated the tale.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON.
Philadelphia, Tuly, 1597
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paft refided in this city. Being there, how:'éwe_-i‘,j

- we queftioned him, refpecting the other particular

he informed us, that he could give information of
the mifconduc, in that refpe@, of a perfon high
in office, but muft decline it for the prefent, and
until relieved, which was promifed him, that evep-
ing : that at ten to-day, he would give us 2 detail
of whatever he knew on the fubje®. He affirmed,
hehad a perfon in high office, in his power, and
has had, a long time paft : That he had written to
him in terms fo abufive, that no perfon fhould have
fubmitted to it, but that he dared not to refent it.
That Mr. Wolcott was in the fame department, and,
he fuppofed, under hisinfluence or controul. And,
in fact, exprefled himfelf in fuck a manner, asto
leave no doubt, he meant Mr. Hamilton. That he
expected to be releafed by Mr. Wolcott, at the in-
ftance of that perfon, altho’ he believed that Mr.
Wolcott, ininftituting the profecution, had no im-
proper defign. That he was fatisfied the profecu-
tion was fet on foot, only to keep him low, and op-
prefs him, and uitimately drive him away, in order
to prevent his ufing the power he had over him ;—
that he had had, {nce his refidence here, for eigha
teen months, many private meetings with that per-
fon, who had often promifed to put him ‘into em-
ployment, but had difappointed him :—That, on,
hearing the profecution was commencedagainft him,
he applied to this perfon for counfel, who advifed,
him to keep out of the way, for a few days :—That
a merchant came to him, and offered, as a volun-
teer, to be his bail, who, he fufpecis, had been in-

- ftigated by this perfon, and after being decoyed ta

the place, the merchant withed to carry him, he
refufed being his bail, unlels he would depofit a fum
of money to fome confiderable amount, which he

- ¢could not do, and was, in confequence, committed
E
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ting :—That- Mr. Hamilton offered her his affife
tance to go to her friends, which he advifed :~That
he alfo advifed that her hufband fhould leave the’
parts, not to be feen here again, and in which cafe,
he would give fomething clever: That fhe was fat-
isfied, this wifh for his departure did not proceed:
from friendfhip to him, but upon account of his
threat, that he could tell fomething, that would
make fome of the heads of departments tremble——
That Mr. Wadfworth h4d been adive in her behalf,
firft at her requeft; but, in her opinion, with the:
knowledge and communication of Mr. Hamilton,
whofe friend he profeffed to be ; that lie had been
at her houfe yefterday and mentioned to her, that
two gentlemen of Congrefs had been at' the jail to
confer with her hufband ; enquired if the knew what
they went for ; obferved, he knew, Mr. Hamilton'
had enemies, who would try to prove fome fpecua.
lations on him, but, when enquired into, le would
be found immaculate :—to which, thereplied, fhe
rather doubted it. We faw in her poffeflion two
notes 3 one in the name of Alexander Hamilton, of
the fixth of December, and the other figned «S. W.>>
purporting to have been written yefterday, both ex<.
prefling a defire to relieve her. b
She denied any recent communication with Mr. :
Hamilton, or that the had received any money from’
him lately. |
Signed by James Monroe and
F. A. Muhlenburgs

No. V. (a)

| Philadelphia, 15th Décember, 1792.
Jacob Clingman has been engaged in fome nego-

ciations with Mr. Reynolds, the. perfon, who has -

lately. been difcharged from a profecution inftituted




againft him, by the comptroller of the treafury :—
That his acquaintance commenced in September,
1791 :—That a mutual confidence and intimacy ex-
i?géd‘bet'ween them ;—That in Janvary or February
ift, he faw Col. Hamilton, at the houfe of Rey-
‘niolds ;—immediately on his going into the houfe
Col. Hamilton left it ;—That in a few days after, he
Clingman) was at Mr. Reynold’s houfe, with Mrs.
Reynolds, her hufband being then out, fome per-
fon knocked at the door ; he arofe and opened it,
‘and faw thatit was Col. Hamilton : Mrs.- Reynolds
went to the door ; he delivered a paper to her, and
faid, he was ordered to give Mr. Reynolds that :
He afked Mrs. Reynolds, who could drder the fec-
retary of the treafury of the United States to give
that ; fhe replied, that the fuppofed, he did not want
to be known :—This happened in the night. He
afked her how long Mr. Ruynolds had been acquaint-
ed with Col. Hamilton ; fhe replicd, fome months ;
«hat Col. Hamilton had affifted her hufband ;
that fome few days before that time, he had recei-
ved upwards of eleven hundred dollars of Col. Ham-
lton. Some time after this, Clingman was at the
houfe of Reynolds, and' faw Col. Hamilton come
in ; he retired and left him there. A little after
Duer’s failure, Reyholds told Clingman in confi-
~ dence, that ifDuer had held up three days longer,
he thould have made fifteen hundred pounds, by the
affiftance of Cols Hamilton : that Col. Hamilton had
informed him that he was conneted with Duer,
Mr. Reynolds alfo faid, that Col. Hamilton had
made thirty thoufand dollars by fpeculation ; that
Col. Hamilton had fupplied him with money to {pe-
culate.  That, about June laft, Reymelds told
Clingman, that he had applied to Col. Hamilton,
for money tofubferibe to the turnpike road at Lan-
cafter, and had received a note from him, in thefe
words, “ Jtis wtterly out of my power, I afiure you
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«_upon my honor, to comply with your requeft.
' ¢ Your note Is- returned.”  Which original

accompanymg this, has been in Clingman’s poﬂ'ef. '
fion ever fince. Mr. Reynolds has once or twice
mentioned to Clingman, that he had it in his pow-
er to'hang Col. Hamilton ; that if he wanted money,
he was obliged to let him have it :~1hat he (Clmg..
man) has occafionally lent moneyto Reynolds, who
always-told him, that he cou}d always get it fmm
Col. Hamilton, to.zepay it—That on one occ:
* Clingman lent him two hundred dollars, that Rey s
nolds promifed to pay him thro’ the means of Col
Hamilton, that he went with him, faw him go into
Col. Hamilton’s ;——that after he came out, he paid
him one hundred dollars, which, he faid, was pait
of the fum he had got 3 and paxd the balgxxgg;m,a
few days ;. the latter fum paid, was faid to have been
received from Col. Hamilton, after his return from
Jerfey, having made a vifit to the manufadturing fo-
ciety there. After a warrant wasiflued againft Rey-
nolds, upona late profecution, which was inftituted
againft him, Clingman {ecing Reynolds, atked him,
why he did noet apply to his friend Col. Hamilton,
he {aid; he would go immediately, and went ac-
cordmgly ;=—he faid afterwards, that Col. Hamilton
advifed him to keep out of the way, afew. days,. and
the matter would be fertled. That after this time,
Henry Seckel went to Reynolds, and offered to- be
his bail, if he would go with him to Mr, Baker’s
office, where he had left the officer, who had the
warrant in wriing ; —-—that he prevailed on Reynolds
to go with him j—that after Reynolds was taken in-
to cuftody, Seckel refufed to become his bail, un-
lefs he would depofit, in his poffeflion, property to
the value of four hundred’ pounds ;—upon which,
Reynolds wrote to Col. Hamilton, and Mr. Seckel
carried the note ;—after two or three times going,

e faw Col, Hamilion ; Col, Hamilton faid, he knew
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Reynolds and hisfather ;—that his father was a good
whig in the late war ; that was all he couldfay :
That it was not in his power to affift him ;—in con-.
fequence of which, Seckel refufed to be his bail,
and Reynolds was imprifoned. Mr. Reynolds alfo
applied to a Mr. Francis, whois one of the clerks in-
the treafury departmeut : he faid, he could not do
any thing, without the confent of Mr. Hamilton ;
that he would apply to him. Ile applied to Mr.,
Hamilton ; who told him, thatit would not be pru-
dent ; if he did, he muft leave the department.
After Reynolds was confined,  Clingman afked
Mrs. Reynolds, why fhe did not apply to Col. Ham- -
ilton, to difmifs him, as the money was ready tobe-
refunded, that had been regeived ;—fhe replied, that
fhe had applied to him, and he had {fent her to Mr. -
Wolcott, but direted her, not to let Mr. Wolcott
~know, that he had fent her there ; notwithftanding
this injuncion, fhe did let Mr. Wolcott know, by
whom fhe had been fent ; who appeared ‘to be fur-
prized at the information, but.{aid, he would do
what he could for her, and would  confult Col;
Hamilton on the occafion. - Col. Hamilton advifed
her to get fome perfon of refpectability to-intercede
for her hufband, and mentioned Mr. Muhlenburg. -
Reynolds continued to be kept in cuftody, for fome
time ; during which time, Clingman had converfa- -
tion with Mr. Wolcott, who faid, if he would give
up alift of claims which he had, he fhould be relea-
fed :—After this, Mrs. Reynolds informed Cling-
man,- that Col. Hamilton had told her, that Cling.
man fhould write a letter to Mr. Wolcott, and a
duplicate of the fame to himfelf, promifing to give
up thelilt, and refund the money, which had been
obtained on a certificate, which had been faid to
have been improperly obtained. = - -
Clingman afked Mrs. Reynolds, for the letters,
that her hufband had received from Col, Hamilton;




from time to time, as he miglit probably ufe them
to obtain herhufband’s liberty ;—fhe replied, that
Col. Hamilton had requefted her to burn all the
letters, that were in his hand writing, or that'had
his name to them ; which fhe had done ;—he pref:
fed her to examine again, as the might not have de-
ftroyed the whole, and they would be ufeful ;~—She
examined and found ~  notes, which are here-
with fubmitted, and which, the faid, were notes
from' Col. Hamilton. DRy
Mrs. Reynolds told Clingman, that having heard,
- that her hufband’s father was, in the late war, a
commiffary under the diretion of Col. Wadfworth,
waited on him, to get him to intercede for her huf-
band’s difcharge ;—he told her, he would give her
‘his affiftance, and faid, now you have made me your
friend, youmuft apply to no perfon elfe.—That on
Sunday evening Clingman went to the houfe of Rey-
nolds, and found Col. Wad{worth there: he was in-
troduced to Col, Wadlwerth by Mrs. Reynolds :
Col. Wadfworth told him, he had feen Mr. Wol-
cott ;~—that Mr. Wolcott would do any thing for
him* (Clingman) and Reynold’s family, that he
could j;—that he had called on Col. Hamilton but
had'not feen him ;—that he might tell Mr. Muhlen-
burg, that a friend of his (Clingman’s) had told
him, that Col. Wadfworth was a countryman and
fchoolmate of Mr. Ingerfoll, and that Col. Wadl-
worth was alfo intimate with the governor, and that
the governor would do almoft any thing to oblige
him ;—that his name muft not be mentioned to Mr.
Muhlenburg, as telling him this ; but thatif Mr.
Muhlenburg could be brought to fpeak to him firft,
on the fubjet, he would then do any thing in his
power for them ; and told him not to fpeak to him,
if he fhould meet him in the {treet. and faid, if his
name was mentioned, that he would do nothing :—
That on Wednefday, Clingman faw Col. Wadf-
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No. 1L
Col. Hamilton
Dear Sir &
I have not tim to tell you the caufe of my prefent
troubles only that Mr. has rote to you this morning and
I know not wether you have got the letter or not and

- he has fwore that If you do not anfwer It or If he dofe

not {e or hear from you to day he will write Mrs. Ha-

-~ milton he has juft Gone oute and I am a Lone I think
- youw had better come here one moment that you May

know the Caufe then you will the better know how to
at Oh my God I feel more for you than myf{elf and
wifh I had never been born to give you fo mutch un-
happifnefs do not rite to him no not a Line but come
here foon do not fend or leave any thing in his power

C e———

No. IL

: Philadelphia, 15th December, 1791,
Sir ,
I'am very forry to find out that I have been fo Cru-
elly treated by a perfon that 1 teok to be my beft
friend inftead of that my greateft Enimy. You have
deprived me of every thing thats near and dear to me,
I difcovred whenever 1 Came into the houfe.. after be-

- ing out I found Mrs Reynolds weeping 1afk’d her the

Caufe of being fo unhappy. She always told me that
fhe had bin Reding. and fhe could not help Crying
when fhe Red any thing that was Afeéting. but feing her
Repeatedly in that Setevation gave me fome fufpicion

- to think that was not the Caufe, as fortain would have

it. before matters was Carred to two great a length. I
difcovered a letter direted to you which I copied of

and put it in the place where I found it. without being
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Saturday Evening 17th December 1791,
Sir, e 2y .

I now have taken till tuefday morning to Confider
on What Steps will be Beft for me to take. 1 fhould
not have let the matter Refted till then, if it had not
been for the newes of the death of my Sifter. which it
Semes as if all my troubles are Comming on me 1n one
moment. if-it had been any other perfon except your-
felf. that treated me as you have done. I {hould not
have taken the trouble to Call on them more than once.
but your being in the Station of life you are, indufes. me
to way every Surcomftance well Refpecting the matter
it will be impofible for me ever to think of liveing or
Reconfiling myfelf to Stay with a woman that I no
has plafed her affe@ions on you. and you know if you
Refle one moment. that you have been the fole Caufe
of it. I have all Reafon in the world to believe its
true. 1 am that man that will always have Satis-
faction by fome means or other when treated ill. Efpe-
cially when I am treated in the mannor, as you
have done. you may reft afhured that the matteras yet

" is Not known, If think proper to Call at the fighn

of the George tuefday morning at § oclock I will be
there. for your houfc or office is no place to converfe
about thefe matters, if that is not agreeable to you.
let me no what plafe I fhall fee you at. at that time,
for I am determened to know what corfe I fhall take,
more miferable I cant be than I am at prefent. let the
confiquence be as it will. for when L come into  the
houfe. 1 find the wife always weeping and praying
that I wont leve her. And its all on_your account, for
if you had not feekd for her Ruin it would not have
happined. Could you not have Relieved the difstrefl-
ed without, tranigreefing in the mannor as you have
done. Sertainly you did not {how the man o honnor,
in taking the advantage of the aflicted, when Cal,lmgl:







- M. Alexr. Hamilton

(L e

Yourfelf to do for as you thing proper. Ihope you wont

~ think my Requeft is in a vew of making Me Satisfac
~ tion for the injury done me. for there is nothine that

you Can do will Compenfate for it. your anfwer T fhall
ex{pect This evening or in the morning early, asI am

- Determened to wate no longer till, I know my lot

yours
' “James Reynolds

I

No. V.
Received December 22 of Alexander Hamilton fix

§ hundred dollars on account of a fum of one thoufand

dollars due to me.
| - James Reynolds

No. VI

Received Philadelphia January 3. 1791 of Alexander
Hamilton four hundred dollars in full of all demands
- James Reynolds

e

No. VIL

Philadelphia 17th Fanuary 1792.
- Sir

I Suppofe you will be furprifed in my Writing to you
Repeatedly as I do. but dont be Alarmed for its Mrs.
R. wifh to See you. and for My own happinefs and
hers. I have not the Leaft Obje&tions to your Calling.
as a friend to Boath of us. and muft Rely intirely on
your and her honnor. when [ converfed with you laft.
Ltold you it would be difagreeable to me for you to Call,
but Sence, I am pritty well Convinfed, She would
onely with to See you as a friend. and fence I am Re-
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Line oh my head I can rite no more dp fomething to
Eafe My heart or Els 1 no not what I fhall do for fo I
cannot live Commit this to the care of my maid be not
offernded T gL sm Mokl s vin A

e e

No. Xz i s
3 Waifday Morning ten of Clock,

Dear Sir kg
I have kept my bed thofe tow days paft but find my-
felf mutch better at prefant though yet full diftreefed
and fhall till I f you fretting was the Caufe of my Ill-

nefs I thought you had been told to ftay away from our -
houfe and yetterday with tears I my Eyes I beged Mr.

once more to permit your vifits and he told upon his
honnour that he had not faid anything to you and that
It was your own fault believe me I fcarce knew how to
beleeve my fenfes and if my feturation was infupport-
able before I heard this It was now more fo fear pre-
vents my faing more only that I thal be mifarable till I
{e you and if my dear freend has the Leaft Efteeme for
the unhappy Maria whos grateeft fault Is Loveing him
he will come as foon as he fhall get this and uill that
time My breaft will be the feate of painand woe.
‘ adieu
Col. Hamilton

P S. If you cannot come this Eveneng to ffay juft
come only for one moment as I thal be Lone Mr. is
going to fup with a friend from New-York

No. X. : Sl
Monday Morning.
the Girl tells me that you faid If I wanted any ching
that I fhould write this morning alas my friend want
what what can afk for but peace wich you alone can

P Yor e -
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happinefs is dearer to me than my own. I have ano-
ther afliction aded to the Reft that is almoft infupporta-
ble. I find when ever you have been with her, the is
Chearful and kind. but when you have not in fome
time fhe 1s Quite to Reverfe. and withes to be alone by
her felf. but when I tell her of it. all her anfwer is the
Cant help it. and hopes I will forgive her, fhurely you
Cannot wonder if 1 fhould A& ever fo imprudent.
though at prefentif [could take all her Grief upon myfelf
I'would do it with pleathure. the excels of which afarm
me untill now. I'have had noideaof. Thave fpent this
day at her bed fide in trying to give her the Confola-
tion which I myfelf ftand in need of. the alfo tell me.
you wifh to fee me tomorrow evening and then I thall
Convince gou,.that I would not wifh to trifle with you
And would much Rather add to the happinefs of all
than to difftrefs any A
am fir Your _
James Reynolds

- Mr. Alexr. Hamilton '

No. XIL

Reade this all Y Py
L . Sunday Night one OClock
My dear freind '

In aftate of mind wich know language can paint 1
take up the pen but alas I know not what I write or
how to give you an idea of the anguith wich at this
moment rends my heart yes my friend I am doomed to
drink the ‘biteter cup of afiliction Pure and unmixed
but why fhould I repine why pour forth my wretched
foul in fruitlefs complainings for you have faid It you
have commanded and I muft fubmit heaven tow Inex-
orable heaven Is deaf to my anguith and bas marked
me out for the child of forrow oh my dear friend wether

fhall IRy for confolation oh all all confolation is fhut
H
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afis the plan of conciliating the favour and aid of that
yarty towards getting rid of the profecution by accuﬁtig
me of Speculation: © ‘This is what I meant in the pub-
ication ailuded to and what I muft always believe.
With this explanation, you will be fenfible that there
5 nothing in the publication inconfiftent with my de-
dlaration to you at clofing our Interview. It is very .
rrue, that after the full and unqualified expreffions
vhich came from you together with Mr. Venable, dif-,
Ering in terms but agreeing in fubftance, of your entire
atisfaction, with the explanation I had given, and that
there was nothing in the affair of the nature fuggefted ;
eccompanied with expreflions of regret at the trouble
nd anxiety occafioned to me-—and when (as I recollect
i) fome one of the Gentlemen exprefled a hope that the
manner of conduéting the inquiry: had appeared to me
hir and liberal—I replied in fubftance that though I had
been difpleaféd with the 'mode of introducing the fub-
et 'to me (which you will remember) I manifefted at
the'time in very lively terms yet that in other refpe@s |
wagfatisfied with and fenfible-to the candour with which
Thad been vreated.  And this 'was the fincere impreffion
ofimiy mindy o Lea MOGERERT DRSS R D
‘ With Confideration <. A Sk A
Tam Gentlemen s "

Your moft Obedt. and hum. ferv.
Alexander Hamilton, ~

T . No. XXXV,
Sir,
I fend herewith an anfwer to the joiat letter of M.
Muhlenberg and yourfelf. Itappears to me on re-
fletion requifite to have fome explanation on the nore
of January 2, 1793, with your fignature only. It may
be inferred from the attention to record the information
of Clingman therein ftated after what had paffed be-
tween us that you meant to give credit and fanction to
L
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had removed. This would include the very derogatory

fufpicion, that [ had concerted with Reynolds not only

the fabrication of all the letters and documents under
his hand but alfo the forgery of the letters produced as
thofe of Mrs. Reynolds—fince thefe Jaft unequivocally
contradi&t the pretence communicated by Clingman.

Itherefore requeft you to fay whether this inference be

intended. :
With Confideration, I am, Sir,
Your very obedient fervant,
Alexander Hamilton,
Fuly 18, 1797.
James Monroe, Efgr.

e

No. XXX VIIL

e Pbi‘lz’zdelpbi'a,‘ uly 18, 1797.

Sir
I can only obferve that in entering the note whichbears
my fingle fignature I did not convey or mean to convey
any opinion of my own, as to the faith which was due to
it, but left it to ftand on its own merits referving to my-
felf the right to judge of it, as upon any fact afterwards
communicated according to its importand authenticity.
With due refpect ITam Sir
Your very humble fervant
James Monroe,

No. XXXIX.
' Fuly 20, 1797-
Sir; | LT
In my laft letter toyou I propofed a fimple and direct
queftion, to which I had hoped an anfwer equally
{imple and dire&. That which [ have received, though
amounting, if I underftand it, to. an anfwer in the
negative, is conceived in fuch circuitous terms as may
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- N6 AK ke
City.of hiladeiphias fl -+ -

- Mary Williams of the City aforefaid Boarding Houfe
I Keeper maketh Oath that She is acquainzed wich Mrs,
M. Reynolds formerly reputed to be the Wife of Mr.
~ James Reynolds that her acquaintance commenced by
- the faid Mrs. Reynolds calling upon her to obtain ad-
§ miffion as alodger which the Deponant declined that
§ afterwards the Deponent frequently faw the faid Mys.
£ Reynolds and alfo frequently faw her write that from
& this the the Deponent conceives herfelf to be well ac-
I quainted with the hand writing of the faid Mrs. Rey-
- nolds and is well fatisfied that the hand writing of the
~ letters hereunto annexed numbered I—VII—IX—X —
- XI—XXIII is of the proper hand writing of the faid
- Mrs. Reynolds to indentify which letters the more par-
~ticularly this Deponent hath upon each of them en-

. dorfed her name. .

3 Sworn this XXIft day 08t - svdisofir il T
July Mpeexevir. be- ¢ - Mary Williams

B . foreme . :
Robert Wharton
One of the Aldermen of the

City of Philadelphia,

No. XLIL

_ Wednefday 5th, December, 1792,
, Honnoured Siry L ‘

~  too well you are acquainted with my unfortenate fe-
tuvation, to give you an explanation thereof, I am in-
. formed by a Note from Mrs. Reynolds this Evening,
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