
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM      147

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

NEW YORK’S  
LEADERS IN THE LAW

NEW YORK’S  
LEADERS IN THE LAW

all data on 

Morelli Law Firm
Serious Lawyers, Serious Results. 

The Pryor Law Firm, LLCSullivan Papain Block 
McGrath & Cannavo P.C.

 The Law Offices of 
Anthony A. Capetola

Million Dollar  
Verdicts

Million Dollar  
Verdicts

Also featuring:



WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM      149 148      WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

 149      WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM      149

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

 148      WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM 

In the 30-plus years that he has been handling 
plaintiffs’ litigation, trial lawyer Benedict Morelli has 
never been known to back down from a fight. 

For this reason, when comedian Tracy Morgan 
suffered catastrophic injuries in an accident on the New 
Jersey Turnpike caused by a Wal-Mart tractor-trailer, he 
turned to Morelli to represent him in the ensuing 
lawsuit. And just 10 months later, Morelli was able to 
secure a confidential settlement in which Wal-Mart 
accepted full responsibility for the collision.

“This was a case against the largest company in the 
world, and it involved intense media scrutiny,” notes 
Morelli, a past president of the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association who has long been AV Preeminent® 
rated by Martindale-Hubbell®. “But I’ve been trying 
cases for years now, and I’ve never been afraid of going 
up against powerful opponents.”

Morelli Law Firm has a reputation for representing 
victims of negligence, discrimination, and harassment 
against some of the largest and most prominent law 
firms and corporations in the world, often in cases that 
attract local and international media attention. The 
firm’s matters have ranged from cases of workplace 
sexual harassment to catastrophic personal injury to 
defective drugs and medical devices, and the firm is 
constantly expanding into new fields.

“We’re not a run-of-the-mill law firm where we do the 
same medical malpractice cases and the same personal 
injury cases,” Morelli says. “Many of the matters that 
come to us are high-value, prominent cases, and that’s 
because we offer the expertise and experience of a 
larger law firm in a smaller environment where each case 
receives our full attention.” 

The firm is currently handling mass torts, class actions, 
and individual cases in jurisdictions across the country, 
and has been appointed by federal judges to leadership 
roles in a number of large-scale pharmaceutical cases, 
including those against the manufacturers of 
testosterone replacement therapy medication and the 
male pattern hair loss drug Propecia. The firm is also 
representing tennis star Eugenie Bouchard, who had to 
drop out of the 2015 U.S. Open due to a concussion she 
suffered after being caused to slip and fall in the 
physiotherapy room of the women’s locker room. 

“I founded this firm in 1998 to represent people in 
need of a voice, and instead of just staying the same and 
handling one type of case, we have made a point of 
moving into new areas where we can deliver on our 
original mission,” Morelli notes. The outcome of this 

approach is a proven track record of success—including 
a history of precedent-setting verdicts—across a wide 
array of high-stakes litigation.

In 1995, for example, Morelli achieved a $40 million 
medical malpractice verdict that was featured in the 
National Law Journal as one of the top ten verdicts in the 
United States. In 2010, as counsel in a polio vaccine case 
in Staten Island, he secured a $22.5 million verdict that 
remains the largest vaccine verdict in U.S. history. And, in 
2011, Morelli obtained a $95 million verdict in a sexual 
harassment trial in the Southern District of Illinois 
Federal Court, which stands as the largest single-plaintiff 
sexual harassment verdict in U.S. history.  

Most recently, Morelli secured a $62 million verdict for 
a 26-year-old Chinese construction worker who was 
injured on the job after falling 20 feet from a roof. The 
result, which followed a six-month trial, is believed to be 
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the largest personal injury verdict for a single plaintiff in 
the history of the Queens County Supreme Court.

“It is always gratifying when a jury comes back in your 
client’s favor, because while we can’t change what 
happened to them, we can get them the justice they 
deserve,” Morelli says of these results.

Morelli’s settlements, which are often confidential, 
have also been record breaking, both in terms of their 
sizeable amounts and speedy resolutions. Recently, he 
was integral in raising a congressionally imposed $200 
million damages cap to $295 million, securing a 
landmark $265 million settlement, and establishing a 
settlement program in multidistrict litigation over the 
May 2015 Amtrak crash, in which eight people died and 
more than 200 suffered injuries after a train derailed en 
route from Washington, D.C. to New York.

“This recovery is an important milestone for both our 
catastrophically injured clients and the American justice 
system,” says Morelli of the Amtrak settlement, which is 
believed to be the largest of its kind in U.S. history. “We 
have a track record of taking on powerful adversaries in 
high-profile matters, and if at the end of the day we can 
help people who are struggling, then that’s the ultimate 
reward.”

This year, Morelli received an honorary degree from 
the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at Yeshiva 
University. This was the first honorary degree ever 
awarded in the law school’s history.

Morelli Law Firm
777 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

PH: 212.751.9800 | W W W.MORELLIL AW.COM
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The Law Offices of Anthony A. Capetola is 
one of the premier firms in Long Island and New York City for 
family law, corporate law, civil litigation, and criminal defense. 
Led by experienced trial attorney Anthony A. Capetola, the firm 
provides clients with committed service and skilled crisis 
management. 

“Clients know that they can rely upon us to achieve the best 
possible results,” says Capetola. “A former client recently emailed 
me saying, ‘I wanted to express my deep thanks to you and your 
office for providing me with such great service. I experienced 
great professionalism, smart decisions, respect and great service 
from each and every colleague of yours.’ That’s the result we 
strive for with each and every client.” 

With more than 44 years of trial experience, Mr. Capetola 
focused his practice on matrimonial law since 1985. Along with 
his associates, he has been recognized as being among the finest 
family law practitioners in Nassau, Suffolk, and New York 
Counties, and is often sought out to handle complex custody and 
visitation matters, having tried international custody cases 
pursuant to the Hague Convention. 

“I have tried hundreds of cases, as an assistant prosecutor and in 
private practice. No challenge is too great, we cannot be intimidated 
and we often shine when the odds are against us,” says Capetola. 

In praising Anthony Capetola for his superior legal prowess, a 
New York Supreme Court justice recently stated: “The plaintiff ’s 
attorney, Anthony Capetola, Esq. represented his client with skill 
and professionalism. Mr. Capetola is a practiced and competent 
attorney. He is one of the principals in a highly respected law firm 
and appears on matrimonial cases on behalf of the firm’s clients 
on a regular basis. He has successfully tried or negotiated 
numerous cases before this Court. He enjoys a superior 
reputation in the legal community in the area of matrimonial law.” 

More than just a litigator, Capetola is highly sought after to 
share his knowledge with others, having lectured extensively at 
various law schools and bar associations. He is a member of the 
Nassau County, New York State, and American Bar Associations. 
He has been included in Super Lawyers since 2010, and 
recognized as one of the area’s top matrimonial attorneys by 
Long Island Pulse Magazine. 

In addition to running a successful law practice, Mr. Capetola 
has also achieved recognition as a boxing promoter, real estate 
developer, restaurateur and community activist. When not 
engaged in the practice of law, he can often be found at The 
Carltun, a high-end Long Island restaurant and catering facility 
that he opened in 1995. 

“Being a seasoned entrepreneur, it’s second nature to me to 
weigh all potential benefits when deciding which course of 
action to take in a litigation. Recognizing that our actions are 
likely to have a lasting impact on a client’s life well beyond 
whether they win or lose their case, our approach is more of a 
holistic one,” he says. “We seek to situate clients on a path that 
will yield long-term benefits for them once we are no longer 
representing them.” 

Two Hillside Avenue, Building C 
Williston Park, NY 11596 

PH: 516.746.2300 | FAX: 516.746.2318 
www.capetolalaw.com | anthonyacapetola@aol.com

The Law Offices of Anthony A. Capetola
Family Law, Criminal & Civil Litigation
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Being in the forefront of New York’s legal community is a challenge. However, for the past 80-plus years, Sullivan Papain Block 
McGrath & Cannavo P.C. (SPBMC) has risen to that challenge. The firm has established a tradition of service and excellence by 
successfully representing individuals who have been seriously injured as a result of the wrongdoing of others. 

Managing partner Nicholas Papain said the firm has earned its reputation as a powerful advocate for the injured because of 
the trust developed with clients and peers, as well as its stellar reputation in the legal community.

“We are committed to knowing each client individually, because we understand they have endured a traumatic or tragic event,” 
Papain said. “These valued clients, and the lawyers who have referred them, have trusted us to do everything possible to achieve 
the best results for them.”

The firm has more than 40 lawyers with offices in Manhattan, Garden City and Cutchogue, LI, and in Hackensack, New Jersey. 
The breadth of the firm’s personal injury practice includes motor vehicle, medical malpractice, construction site, fire, explosion, 

mass disasters, municipal, premises, toxic and mass torts and product liability cases. 
“Our depth of knowledge and experience enables us to provide highly skilled representation to each of our valued clients,” 

noted Papain. “Over the last decade, we have recovered more than $2 billion on behalf of accident victims and their families.”
The firm’s success has also been recognized outside the courtroom. SPBMC was named by U.S. News – Best Lawyers® in 2017 

as a Tier 1 “Best Law Firm” in three practice areas – Plaintiffs Personal Injury Litigation, Product Liability Litigation and Medical 
Malpractice Litigation – in New York City and Long Island. Thirteen SPBMC members were selected for inclusion in the 2017 edition 
of The Best Lawyers in America© in these areas, two of whom were recognized as “Lawyers of the Year” in their respective practice 
areas. The firm also boasts 13 members who have been rated AV Preeminent® by Martindale-Hubbell, the highest peer rating 
standard.

“Our members are more than just knowledgeable lawyers – they are consummate and dedicated professionals,” said Papain. 
“We are always honored and inspired when the results achieved for our clients are recognized by others in the legal community.”
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Manhattan
120 Broadway, 18th Floor

New York, NY 10271
T 212.732.9000

Garden City
1140 Franklin Avenue, Suite 200

Garden City, NY 11530
T 516.742.0707

Cutchogue
33105 Main Road

Cutchogue, NY 11935
T 631.734.2500

New Jersey
126 State Street

Hackensack, NJ 07601
T 201.342.0037
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Plaintiffs’ Personal Injury and Medical Malpractice 

 In 2016 a jury awarded three injured firefighters and the families of two deceased firefighters $183 million stemming 
from a fire that became known as the “Black Sunday Fire.” The five firefighters became trapped in a top floor apartment, 
forcing them to jump four stories to the ground below. 

Suit was brought against the building owner for allowing the apartment to be illegally subdivided, blocking their access 
to the fire escape. They also sued the City of New York for failing to provide the firefighters with personal safety ropes 
which would have enabled them to safely self-evacuate from the burning building. Five years earlier, the FDNY had 
removed the personal safety ropes from the firefighters’ gear. 

The case was tried by Vito Cannavo, a senior trial lawyer and partner at Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C. 
(SPBMC). The jury assigned 80% of the blame to the City and 20% to the landlord. The verdict was one of the largest ever 
against The City of New York.  

“This demonstrated that a governmental entity is not immune from liability when it 
fails to provide its firefighters with proper safety equipment. This case also reaffirms that 
landlords are to be held accountable for turning a blind eye to unsafe conditions that 
exist in their buildings,” Vito Cannavo said. 

Shortly after this tragedy, the FDNY began equipping New York’s Bravest with personal 
safety ropes, a hook and a sliding device. 

SPBMC serves as General Counsel to the Uniformed Firefighters Association of New York 
(UFA), and, for over 40 years, has been actively engaged in helping injured firefighters and 
the families of fallen firefighters. 

SPBMC Wins Major Verdict in 2016

September 11th Victim Compensation Fund

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C.

 1 The City of New York and the landlord eventually agreed to settle and pay more than $72 million to the five firefighters and their families.

Since 2002 SPBMC has been at the forefront in representing victims of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, having recovered more 
than $850 million for its 9/11 clients. 

In 2002, the firm was instrumental in having Congress establish the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund (“VCF”), to help 
the families of those who died in the attacks, and those who became ill as a result of their exposure to toxins at Ground Zero. 

In the original VCF, which closed in 2003, SPBMC recovered more than $265 million for 363 injured firefighters and the 
families of deceased firefighters, for no fee, earning the firm The National Law Journal’s prestigious Pro Bono Award. 

In 2004 the firm filed the first federal lawsuits against the City of New York and its contractors for failing to provide 
first responders with proper respiratory equipment. The litigation settled in 2010 with the firm recovering more than 
$100 million for its clients. 

In 2011 the VCF reopened under the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Act  to 
compensate first responders and others who developed 9/11-related illnesses as a result 
of their working or living in the Exposure Zone (from the tip of lower Manhattan to Canal 
Street) during cleanup operations. To date, the firm has recovered more than $480 million 
for its new VCF clients. 

Filing a claim requires the expertise of dedicated lawyers. “We have a deep understanding 
of the devastating impact that 9/11-related illnesses have had on first responders and those 
who lived and worked in the Exposure Zone,” said SPBMC’s managing partner, Nicholas 
Papain. “We’ll continue to fight for the interests of those who need and deserve help.” wtc911illness.com

Seated, from left: Christopher T. McGrath, Eleni Coffinas, Michael N. Block, Robert G. Sullivan, Nicholas Papain, Marie Ng, Vito A. Cannavo
Standing, from left: Elizabeth Montesano, Eric K. Schwarz, Frank V. Floriani, Thomas J. McManus, Mary Anne Walling, Brian J. Shoot, John F. Nash, Albert B. Aquila, Hugh M. Turk, 
David J. Dean, Liza A. Milgrim, Deanne M. Caputo



Leaders In � e Law presents New York’s Leading Lawyers, a special section featuring the exceptional � rms and lawyers 
practicing in the tri-state area.

Finding the right lawyer for any legal need is a di�  cult and important decision. We invite you to use this section as a 
resource to help eliminate the guesswork of selecting legal counsel. � e lawyers and � rms found in these pages may be 
available during your time of need – no ma� er how complex the situation may be.

We have partnered with LexisNexis to provide a list of the verdicts in New York State resulting in awards of more than 
$1 million, reported between Oct. 1, 2015 and Sept. 30, 2016.  Many of the � rms featured in these pages have earned their 
way onto this list.

Feel free to view our online edition at www.nymag.com/leadersinthelaw. We’d love to hear from you, so please send your 
thoughts to me at: kevin@leadersinthelaw.com.

Sincerely, 

Kevin Vermeulen
CEO, Leaders In � e Law

NEW YORK’S LEADERS IN THE LAWNEW YORK’S LEADERS IN THE LAW
PRESENTS

111 JOHN STREET, SUITE 1710 NEW YORK, NY 10038 | PH: 212.608.3500 | FA X: 212.608.9687 | GENERAL@BLBLLP.COM
W W W.BLBLLP.COM
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iuffetelli 

Beckman, Lieberman & Barandes LLP
Real Estate, Corporate, Securities, Secured Transactions, Entertainment

Michael Beckman

Robert Barandes

David Lieberman
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For over 50 years, Arye, Lustig & Sassower 
has served as a powerful advocate for injury victims and 
their families, with a record of success that few firms can 
match—more than $1 billion in recoveries for its 
clients.“We’re known for getting results, and we do that by 
putting our clients first and ensuring their needs are at the 
heart of everything we do,” says managing partner Mitchell J. 
Sassower, who, along with senior trial attorney D. Carl Lustig 
III, has been AV Preeminent® rated by Martindale-Hubbell®, 
with both attorneys being named among the nation’s top 
one percent of attorneys by the National Association of 
Distinguished Counsel. 

The firm is particularly well known for its results in the 
highly specialized area of construction accident claims, 
where it has helped hundreds of injured construction 
workers at both the trial and appellate levels. “Our focus is 
on handling significant cases rather than being a volume-
driven law firm, so our clients benefit from receiving 

individualized attention on a team basis,” notes Lustig, a member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum and the American Board of Trial 
Advocates, who has been honored by The National Trial Lawyers as one of the top 100 trial lawyers in the state.

Arye, Lustig & Sassower, P.C.
Personal Injury, Construction Accidents, Medical Malpractice

20 Vesey Street, Suite 1010 
New York, NY 10007

P: 212.732.4992 
toll free: 800.340.4992

F: 212.385.0875 
www.als-lawyers.com

Photo by Statia Grossman

From Left: Mitchell J. Sassower and D. Carl Lustig III
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Congratulations to Our Leaders in the Law 
who have achieved the 

AV Preeminent® Peer Review Rating

Outten & Golden LLP enjoys a strong national reputation for representing employees, executives 
and partners in all areas of employment law. From representing senior executives in contract 
negotiations, to protecting individuals’ civil rights in the workplace, to combating worker 
exploitation and systemic discrimination in class action and impact litigation, Outten & 
Golden LLP is focused solely on the field of employment law. We take great pride in our 
innovative approach to the practice of law and our firm’s focus on protecting and promoting 
employee rights. 

Outten & Golden has nine practice groups: Executives & Professionals, Financial Services, Sexual 
Harassment & Sex Discrimination, Family Responsibilities & Disabilities Discrimination, 
Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Queer Workplace Rights, Discrimination & Retaliation, 
Whistleblower Retaliation, Class & Collective Actions, and WARN Act.

Left. top to bottom: Wayne N. Outten, Kathleen Peratis, Wendi S. Lazar, Paul Mollica. Right, top to bottom: Laurence S. Moy, Jack A. Raisner,  Lewis M. Steel, Darnley D. Stewart

outtengolden.com
New York • Chicago • San Francisco • Washington DC

Advocates for Workplace Fairness

Million Dollar Verdicts
# Case Date Type of Action Plaintiff's Counsel Amount

1

Liberty Media Corporation, et. al. v. 
Vivendi Universal S.A., Jean-Marie 
Messier, Guillaume Hannezo, and 
Universal Studios, Inc.

2/26/16 Securities - Contract - Fraud
Michael Calhoon, R. Stan Mortenson, Evan J. Werbel, Julie B. Rubenstein, Macey 
Reasoner Stokes (Houston office), Baker Botts L.L.P., Richard P. Sobiecki 
(Washington, D.C. office)

$775,000,000

2 Eugene Stolowski, et. al. v. 234 
East 178th Street LLC & City N.Y. 2/22/16 Worker/Workplace 

Negligence
Vito A. Cannavo, Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C., 
New York, NY $183,261,737

3 Llaulin Cruz v. Michael Ihemaguba, M.D.; 
St. Barnabas Hospital 4/1/16 Medical Malpractice Edward J. Sanocki, Maria K. Morano, Sanocki Newman & Turret, LLP, New York, NY $50,000,000

4 Alexander Tirpack v. 125 North10 LLC 4/28/16 Premises Liability Alan M. Shapey, Lipsig, Shapey, Manus & Moverman, PC, New York, NY $43,742,400

5
Sean Dowdell v. 4545 Eastcoast, LLC., TF 
Cornerstone & TF Cornerstone 
QW2GC. LLC

10/30/15 Construction and  Accidents - 
Labor Law 

Kenneth Sacks, David H. Mayer, Sacks and Sacks L.L.P. , New York, NY; James J. 
McCrorie, Law Offices of James J. McCrorie, P.C., Jericho, NY, trial counsel, Sacks 
and Sacks L.L.P., New York, NY

$25,370,000

6 Stephanie Fuentes, et. al. v. Unirush, LLC, 
et. al. 5/4/16 Consumer Law

Roger Mandel, Lackey & Hershman LLP, Dallas, TX; Domenico Minerva, John A. 
Yanchunis, Morgan & Morgan, Tampa, FL; Jean Sutton Martin, Law Office of Jean 
Sutton Martin, PLLC, Wilmington, NC

$19,000,000

7 Hector Cabassa v. NYC Transit Authority 6/13/16 Railroad - Subway Accident - 
Government - Municipalities Robert S. Kelner, Joshua D. Kelner, Kelner & Kelner, New York, NY $18,753,391

8 Larry Jackson v. The City of New York, et. 
al. 2/3/16 Civil Rights Eric Sanders, The Sanders Firm, P.C., New York, NY $15,175,000

9
Evelyn Houser, et. al. Penny 
Pritzker, Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Commerce

4/20/16 Discrimination Adam T. Klein, Outten & Golden, LLP, New York, NY $15,000,000

10

Regina DiCiervo as Administratrix of the 
Estate of Anthony DiCiervo, Jr and Regina 
DiCervo, Individually v. Brooklyn Bottling 
Corp d/b/a North Shore Bottling 
Company, Inc., Luis A. Alvarez

2/9/16 Motor Vehicle

Paul J. Edelstein, Edelstein, Faegenburg & Brown, LLP; Daniel A. Thomas, Law 
Offices of Daniel A. Thomas, P.C., New York, NY, of counsel, Michelstein & 
Associates, PLLC, New York, NY; Peter S. Thomas, Forest Hills, NY, trial counsel to 
Jeffrey Miller & Associates, P.C., New York, NY

$13,500,000

11 Joseph Barra v. MTA, et. al. 4/29/16
Construction - Labor Law - 
Workplace - Workplace 
Safety

Duane R. Morgan,  Dervishi, Levine & Morgan, P.C., New York, NY $13,262,707

12

William Burns & Karen Burns v. 1 Bryant 
Park LLC, Durst Development L.L.C., 
Tishman Construction Corp., & Regional 
Scaffolding & Hoisting Co., Inc.

6/27/16 Construction - Labor Law - 
Workplace - Workplace Safety 

Kenneth Sacks, Devon Reiff, James J. McCrorie, Sacks and Sacks L.L.P., New York, 
NY $12,777,047

13

Kenneth Couillard and Francine Couillard 
v. The Shaw Group, Inc., C.M. Camparetti, 
April A. Clark and Womens Health 
Professional, LLP

4/21/16 Labor Law - Motor Vehicle - 
Worker/Workplace Negligence 

Edmond C. Chakmakian, Joseph P. Militello, Law Offices of Edmond C. 
Chakmakian, P.C., Hauppauge, NY $12,759,661

14 Calvin L. Tarpley and Cynthia Tarpley v. 
NYC Transit Authority, Dhanpaul D. Singh 4/15/16 Motor Vehicle Emil L. Samuels, Kelner & Kelner, Mineola, NY $12,535,261

15
Erin Elizabeth Heald v. West-Herr 
Chrysler, Jeep LLC, Salvatore Nasca, 
Michael J. Brown and Luanne M. Brown

10/30/15 Motor Vehicle Stephen J. Murphy, David L. Scher, Block O'Toole & Murphy, New York, NY $9,950,000

16
Ronald Gorman v. New York City 
Department of Transportation and Conti 
of New York, LLC

3/14/16 Worker/Workplace Negligence Kenneth Sacks, James J. McCrorie, Joseph P. Carfora, David H. Mayer, Sacks and 
Sacks L.L.P., New York, NY $9,817,115

17

Judy Canterino and Michael 
Canterino v. Kalapatapu Kumar, 
M.D., Rocco Lafaro, M.D., Arlen 
Fleisher, M.D., Babak Hassid, M.D., 
John Doe, M.D. and Westchester 
County Healthcare

3/15/16 Medical Malpractice Adam E. Deutsch, Morelli Law Firm, New York, NY $9,100,000

18 Spadaro v. Parking Systems Plus Inc., et. al. April 2016 Motor Vehicle Negligence Ben B. Rubinowitz and Richard M. Steigman of Gair, Gair, Conason, Rubinowitz, 
Bloom, Hershenhorn, Steigman & Mackauf, New York, NY $8,550,000

all data on 

continued on pg 14

Verdicts reported from October 1, 2015 to September 30, 2016

 For more on differences that deliver in New York, visit LEXISNEXIS.COM/NYDIFFERENCES
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19

Anthony San Giorgio and Mary 
Ellen McInerney v. Americon 
Construction Inc., Second Avenue 
Village Partners LLC and 8/49 
141-143 Second Avenue LLC

1/28/16 Worker/Workplace 
Negligence - Labor Law

Steven J. Schwartzapfel, Christopher F. Holbrook, Schwartzapfel 
Lawyers P.C., Garden City, NY $7,000,000

20 Joan Robusto v. Charles B. Chrystal Co., et. al. 11/24/15 Products Liability James M. Kramer, Brendan J. Tully, Levy Konigsberg LLP, New York, NY $7,000,000

21 Christina Toussaint v. Ocean Avenue 
Apartment Associates LLC, et. al. 4/18/16 Premises Liability Oliver Williams, Rafter and Associates PLLC, New York, NY; Nicholas E. Tzaneteas, 

of counsel to Stephen H. Frankel, Brooklyn, NY $6,894,132

22 Miller v. Rent-A-Center 1/1/16 Brain and Neurological, Back, 
Head Injuries Thomas E. DeLorenzo, Cory Ross Dalmata, DeLorenzo Law Firm, Schenectady, NY $6,800,000

23 Jan Kupiec v. The Morgan Contracting 
Corp., DelSavio Construction Corp. 5/10/16 Construction - Labor Law - 

Workplace Safety
Frederick C. Aranki, Daniel P. O'Toole, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, NY, 
trial counsel, Bragoli & Associates, P.C., Melville, NY $6,000,000

24
Joseph Muir v. Air & Liquid Systems 
Corporation as Successor by Merger to 
Buffalo Pumps, Inc, et. al.

10/9/15 Products Liability Michael A. Ponterio, Keith R. Vona, Lipsitz & Ponterio LLC, Buffalo, NY $5,604,691

25 Yan Ji Mai and Zhen Z. Zhao v. 
Marilyn Attia and Siraj E. Attia 5/27/16 Motor Vehicle Adam E. Deutsch, Morelli Law Firm, New York, NY $5,500,000

26 Michelle S. Latter v. Bey J. Augustus Ideal 
Supply Company, Inc. 1/11/16 Motor Vehicle Joel H. Robinson, Andrew M. Laskin, Robinson & Yablon P.C., New York, NY $5,100,000

27 Lucy Gonzalez and Pedro Gonzalez v. 
Yashpal Arya, M.D.; et. al. 1/29/16 Medical Malpractice

Paul J. Edelstein, Edelstein, Faegenburg & Brown, LLP; Christopher J. Albee, Joseph 
Votto, Votto & Cassata, LLP, Staten Island, NY, trial counsel to Baker McEvoy 
Morrissey & Moskowitz, P.C., New York, NY

$5,100,000

28 Christopher Bent v. Sears Roebuck and 
Co. and Electrolux Home Products, Inc. 4/22/16 Products Liability Gary Certain, Michale Zilberg, Certain & Zilberg, PLLC, New York, NY $5,000,000

29 Luis Eduardo Lopez v. 550 Adler Realty 
RL LLC, et. al. 1/11/16 Worker/Workplace Negligence - 

Labor Law
James J. McCrorie, the Law Office of James J. McCrorie, New York, NY; Jacob 
Oresky, Jacob Oresky & Associates, PLLC, Bronx, NY $5,000,000

30

Elvis Bisram v. Long Island Jewish Hospital, The 
Long Island Jewish Medical Center, North 
Shore-LIJ Health System, The Zucker Hillside 
Hospital, Gotham Construction Company, 
LLC, Gotham Construction D.C., LLC and 
Gotham Construction Consulting, LLC

10/9/15 Construction - Labor Law Seth A. Harris, Blake Goldfarb, Burns & Harris Esqs., New York, NY $4,974,520

continued on pg 16
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TOP FIRMS GET TOP VERDICTS. PERIOD.
Douglas H. Wigdor who has been referred to in a major news publication as “one of New 

York’s most high profile litigators,” is the founding partner of Wigdor LLP. With approximately 

$50 million in trial and arbitration verdicts and well over half a billion in settled cases in favor 

of our clients, we are widely considered to be one of the leading employment litigation firms in 

the country, and our difference is built on four core principles:

Verdicts Matter—Our cases and consistent multimillion-dollar verdicts have been covered in 

virtually every major news outlet, receiving worldwide attention. No other employment litigation 

firm today has our trial experience and record.

Negotiating Power—Because we have a reputation for obtaining multimillion-dollar verdicts, 

we are able to settle the vast majority of our cases without the need for even filing complaints.

Each Case is Unique—Many law firms work on volume. We work for the individual client, and 

we are extremely selective in whom we choose to represent.

Track Record—Our results have routinely been included in the New York Law Journal’s top 

verdicts and we were the only employment firm in New York to receive the Trial Lawyers Board 

of Regents Litigator Award.

Mr. Wigdor has been selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America since 2008 and 

was selected one of the Top 100 Trial Lawyers by the National Trial Lawyers, American Society 

of Legal Advocates and the American Academy of Trial Attorneys.

85 Fifth Avenue  |  New York, NY 10003
phone: 212.257.6800  |  fax: 212.257.6845
www.wigdorlaw.com  |  dwigdor@wigdorlaw.com

 For more on differences that deliver in New York, visit LEXISNEXIS.COM/NYDIFFERENCES
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Goldstein, Rikon, Rikon & Houghton, P.C. 
and its predecessors have been at the forefront of protecting 
property owners’ constitutional rights in eminent domain 
proceedings since 1923. It is the only law firm in the state of 
New York that limits its practice to eminent domain law. 

“Eminent domain represents a drastic operation of the law,” 
notes partner Michael Rikon, the New York State-designated 
attorney for the Owners Counsel of America, a national 
network of experienced eminent domain lawyers. “You only 
get one opportunity to litigate these cases; and because of 
that, they required tremendous vigilance by a 
knowledgeable, trial-experienced attorney,” he adds. 

By limiting their practice to eminent domain law, the attorneys at Goldstein, Rikon, Rikon & Houghton have become authorities in this area of 
the law, securing significant awards for their clients. For example, Jonathan M. Houghton recovered a $67 million award for CSX Railroad in the 
Appellate Division (appeal pending).    Michael Rikon recovered an award in excess of $47 million for the taking of self-storage facilities in the 
eminent domain proceeding relating to the expansion of Columbia University. 

The partners of Goldstein, Rikon, Rikon & Houghton frequently lecture and write articles on eminent domain law. Michael Rikon has authored 
a column in the New York Law Journal for the past 26 years. 

Goldstein, Rikon,  
Rikon & Houghton, P.C.

Eminent Domain and Condemnation Law

381 Park Avenue South, Suite 901, New York, NY 10016 
P: 212.422.4000 | www.grrhpc.com

Standing, from left: Michael Rikon, Ashley B. Levi
Seated, from left: Joshua H. Rikon, Jonathan M. Houghton
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With the fortitude to take on major  
corporations, and the resources to make a difference, Marc J. 
Bern & Partners LLP has consistently obtained justice for its 
injured clients. Not only is the firm nationally recognized for its 
work in personal injury, medical malpractice, and mass torts, but 
since 2000, Marc J. Bern and his partners have been part of 
helping clients obtain more than $2 billion in recoveries. 

The firm currently represents thousands of claimants in mass 
torts relating to defective drugs and devices, such as the Bard and 
Cook IVC Filter, Xarelto, Plavix, Vaginal Mesh, and Risperdal. It 
also handles FELA lawsuits nationwide on behalf of railroad 
workers suffering from cancers caused by exposures on the job, 
and serves as a leader in World Trade Center Zadroga claims.

Bern has been breaking new ground in complex tort litigation for 
more than four decades. In addition to representing more than 
10,000 heroic men and women in the World Trade Center Disaster 
Site Litigation, he is currently fighting for the families and children 
of Flint, Michigan, who are suffering because of the city’s water 
crisis. Among Bern’s accolades, he has been AV Preeminent® rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell® for more than two decades, honored in 
Super Lawyers for 11 years running, and inducted into the 
prestigious Million Dollar Advocates Forum. He is also frequently 
quoted in the national media on cases of importance. 

Edward L. C. Marcowitz, the firm’s managing partner, is known 
for his extensive work on behalf of both the original September 
11th Victim Compensation Fund and the current James Zadroga 
Act. He has been named to the National Association of 
Distinguished Counsel and included in Super Lawyers for the 
past six consecutive years. He is also honored to serve as the 
personal attorney to the Zadroga Family.  

Senior partner Joseph Cappelli, head of the firm’s Philadelphia 

office, is a nationally recognized trial attorney who has personally 
handled cases in more than 20 states. Cappelli is one of the 
country’s leaders in FELA railroad litigation, and has a wide 
breadth of knowledge in areas such as asbestos-related cancer, 
mesothelioma, and many other occupational-related diseases.

Partner Chet Kern brings 35 years of experience to a practice that 
focuses solely on complex injury cases. His work has included several 
cases that have had a nationwide impact, such as class action drug 
lawsuits and matters involving lead paint and Hurricane Katrina.

Together, these lawyers make Marc J. Bern & Partners LLP a firm to 
be reckoned with in New York and beyond. From headquarters 
directly across from Grand Central Terminal, and regional offices 
throughout the country, the firm remains a national leader in mass tort 
litigation and personal injury litigation on behalf of plaintiffs only.

www.bernllp.com
One Grand Central Place
60 E. 42nd St., Suite 950

New York, NY 10165
P: 212.702.5000 
F: 212.818.0164

1-800-LAW-5432
New Jersey: 155 N. Dean St., Englewood, NJ 07631

Pennsylvania: 101 W. Elm St., Suite 630, Conshohocken, PA 19428
Delaware: 300 N. Market St., Suite 204, Wilmington, DE 19801

California: 5055 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90036

Marc J. Bern & Partners LLP
Mass Torts, Pharmaceutical Litigation, FELA Litigation, Plaintiffs’ Personal Injury Litigation
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From left: Joseph Cappelli, Marc J. 
Bern, Edward Marcowitz, Chet Kern
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31 Hilario Garcia v. Monique Daniel, Gayle A. 
Schoenfeld and Steven R. Schoenfeld 11/13/15 Motor Vehicle Joshua E. Goldblatt, Jacob Oresky & Associates, PLLC, Bronx, NY $4,660,400

32 Paul Darcy v. SL Green Realty 
Corp., et. al. 2/19/16

Labor Law - Workplace 
Safety - Construction/
Scaffolds and Ladders - 
Construction Accidents

David H. Perecman, Adam Hurwitz, The Perecman, Firm P.L.L.C., 
New York, NY $4,599,487

33 Valerie F. Friedlander, et. al. v. The 
Kingston Hospital, et. al. 6/20/16 Medical Malpractice Judith A. Livingston, Kramer, Dillof, Livingston & Moore, New York, NY $4,565,000

34 Ballinger v. City of New York, et. al. 8/30/16 Police Liability Scott E. Rynecki, Rubenstein & Rynecki in Brooklyn, NY $4,525,000

35 Christian Jorquera v. Fannwood Estates, 
LLC and Woods Management Company 2/23/16 Worker/Workplace Negligence Gregory S. Gastman, Gorayeb & Associates, P.C., New York, NY $4,393,040

36 Joseph Richichi v. CVS Pharmacy and 
W.L.P. Realty Co. 1/22/16 Premises Liability Jason Herbert, Krentsel & Guzman, New York, NY $4,003,025

37
Nicolas Guaman & Paula Mayancela v. 
1963 Ryer Realty Corp. & A Saad 
Contracting, Inc.

3/16/16 Worker/Workplace Negligence - 
Labor Law Elliot H. Taub, Taub & Marder, New York, NY $4,000,000

38 Mitchell v. City of New York, et. al. March 2016 Labor Law Philip A. Russotti of Wingate, Russotti, Shapiro & Halperin, LLP in New York, NY $4,000,000

39 Audrey Smart v. MTA Bus Company 
Alford Edwards 6/22/16 Motor Vehicle Adam Handler, Pollack, Pollack, Isaac, and DeCicco, LLP, New York, NY $3,889,000

40
Yolanda S. Ocasio and Eduardo Cruz v. 
Thomas Facelle, Bon Secours Medical 
Group, P.C., et. al.

4/1/16 Medical Malpractice Judith A. Livingston, Kramer, Dillof, Livingston & Moore, New York, NY $3,850,000

41
Ramon Echevarria, as Administrator of the 
Estate of Jason Echevarria v. City of New 
York,  et. al.

11/13/15
Government - Civil Rights - 
Prisoners' Rights - Constitutional 
Law 

Robert S. Kelner, Joshua D. Kelner, Kelner & Kelner, New York, NY $3,802,000

42
Jose M. Orellana v. Unified Window 
Systems, Inc. L.I. Exterior Specialists Inc., 
Nicholas A. Coscia, and Patricia C. Coscia

9/14/16
Worker/Workplace Negligence - 
Labor Law - Workplace - 
Workplace Safety

Stephen J. Murphy, Michael J. Hurwitz, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, NY $3,750,000

43 Nicholas Zubrick and Elvira Zubrick v. 
Guardian Services Industries, Inc., et. al. 4/26/16 Worker/Workplace 

NegligenceNew York Supreme John Zaremba, Zaremba Brown, PLLC, New York, NY $3,650,000

# Case Date Type of Action Plaintiff's Counsel Amount
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The attorneys at Rabin, Panero & Herrick are known for innovation and creative 
problem solving. They combine their legal acumen and business experience to 
ensure success across a wide range of real estate, business and probate matters. “Our 
motto is ‘Business Instincts Driving Legal Insights,’ because our front-line business 
experiences allow us to create real economic value for our clients,” says Corey B. 
Rabin, Esq., the firm’s managing partner.

Rabin, who is licensed in New York, New Jersey, and Florida, brings over 35 years 
of experience to a practice that has long focused on the most complex real estate 
and business matters. He is AV Preeminent® rated by Martindale-Hubbell®, the 
organization’s highest honor for legal ability and ethical standards. Rabin is also a 
member of the prestigious Counselors of Real Estate (cre®), a worldwide 
organization of trusted real estate professionals recognized for their ethics, 
experience, expertise, influence and eminence in the world of real estate.

What clients are saying about Rabin, Panero and Herrick
“Corey Rabin’s firm performed highly sophisticated real estate work for me and his 

advice was informed, rigorous and intelligent. In particular, his creative ideas were 
invaluable, helping me make the right business decisions. I have the highest possible 
regard for Corey Rabin and his partners.”

Rabin, Panero & Herrick
Real Estate, Probate, Business
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Corey B. Rabin, Esq.

www.rphlawyers.com
Westchester:

44 Church St., Suite 100
White Plains, NY 10601

914.948.2222

Manhattan:
675 Third Ave., 29th Floor

New York, NY 10017
212.935.3555
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As a firm founded to be a voice for the voiceless, Morelli Law Firm, 
PLLC offers a unique and diverse practice in areas ranging from 
personal injury, mass tort, and employment discrimination to class 
action and medical malpractice. “Many firms handle only one or two 
types of civil cases,” notes founding partner Benedict Morelli. “We, on 
the other hand, are a civil litigation firm that has litigated, tried, and 
won many types of cases, often against the world’s largest and most 
powerful companies and law firms.” 

Most recently, Morelli Law Firm was retained to represent numerous 
victims of the 2015 Philadelphia Amtrak crash, including a nationally 
renowned chef who was rendered quadriplegic as a result of the 
accident.

Payouts from Amtrak in the litigation were initially limited by a federal 
law that capped damages in railroad lawsuits at $200 million—an 
amount that Morelli notes would have failed to adequately compensate 
the more than 200 people affected by the crash. Rather than accept 
injustice though, Morelli’s firm worked diligently with members of 
Congress and lobbyists to get the cap raised. And by late 2015 their 
efforts paid off, with Congress passing a bill to raise the cap. 

“Even against tremendous odds, we took it upon ourselves to fight 
for change on behalf of the victims and their families, and I’m proud 
we succeeded,” Morelli says. Indeed, Morelli Law Firm played an 
instrumental role as a court-appointed member of the Plaintiff ’s 
Management Committee in settling the case for $265 million—the 
largest railroad accident settlement in U.S. history. 

Morelli has a well-established track record of obtaining justice for his 
clients in high-profile and catastrophic personal injury cases. Notably, 
his firm represented actor and comedian Tracy Morgan and five others 
in their lawsuit against Wal-Mart over a New Jersey highway crash that 
killed one man and left Morgan and two others seriously injured. The 
case resolved in a confidential settlement just ten months after the 
initial filing, and Morelli notes that the result has since brought a 
measure of closure to the tragedy.

Currently, Morelli is representing professional tennis player Eugenie 
Bouchard in her lawsuit against the United States Tennis Association 
stemming from a head injury she suffered after being caused to slip 

and fall in the trainer’s room during the 2015 U.S. Open. Bouchard, 
who was ranked fifth in the world in 2014, was forced to withdraw from 
that tournament following her injury, and has been unable to play in 
numerous subsequent tournaments. “Right now, the USTA is trying to 
escape their obligations to Eugenie, but we’re prepared to go to trial 
to ensure she is fully compensated,” Morelli says. “We never shy away 
from a case if we believe it is meritorious.”

The firm is presently handling a number of other high-profile cases, 
including representing the victims of the September 2016 Hoboken, 
NJ, train crash and the October 2016 Long Island Railroad crash. It is 
also representing a 33-year-old graphic designer in a case against Live 
Nation over a traumatic brain injury he suffered after being caused to 
fall more than 30 feet while working on a set design at the Nikon at 
Jones Beach Theater; a man in a case against David Copperfield and 
the MGM Grand Hotel over the traumatic brain injury he suffered 
during his participation in a magic trick; the widow of Marvin Hamlisch, 
a world-renowned composer and performer, in a medical malpractice/
wrongful death suit; and a 42-year-old woman in a gender 
discrimination case against one of the major broadcast television 
networks.  

For many years, the firm has represented thousands of people 
injured by dangerous and defective pharmaceuticals and medical 
devices against major drug companies. Some of these cases include 
suits against the manufacturers of Vioxx, Avandia, Bextra, Propecia, 
testosterone replacement therapy, and defective hip devices. Morelli 
and his firm have been appointed by courts around the country to 
serve in leadership roles in many of these litigations. The firm is 
currently representing hundreds of women in cases against Johnson & 
Johnson alleging that their use of the company’s talcum powder caused 
their ovarian cancer.

“By standing up for the little guy we’ve been able to secure billions 
of dollars in verdicts and settlements for our clients, including many 
record-setting results,” Morelli observes.

--Sean Stonefield

Cover Spotlight
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Serious Lawyers, 
Serious Results
Benedict Morelli On 
His Firm’s History Of 

Succeeding In 
High-Profile Cases
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Rosenberg & Estis, P.C. is the largest real estate law firm in the city. For more than 40 years, 
clients and referring attorneys have trusted R&E to craft the most effective strategies to achieve 
their goals, no matter the scope or budget.  R&E is the quintessential real estate law firm — full of 
quality, top-tier attorneys that have the skill, strength and nerve to navigate and change entire 
cities.  While, New York is our city and is filled with concrete proof of our success, our abilities 
reach far beyond the High Line. 

At R&E, our expertise spans the breadth of real estate law.  We handle sales, acquisitions, financing, 
lender representation and leases to contractual issues, landlord/tenant and co-op/condo disputes 
to loft law and mortgage foreclosures. R&E is a full-service firm representing owners, developers, 
lessees, not-for-profit entities, educational institutions, and lenders in transactions and in state and 
federal court matters. 

While R&E is an expansive practice, our attorneys work seamlessly together to collaborate and 
achieve powerful results. Our skills at writing contracts combined with our ability to strongly litigate, 
enable us to make superior deals for our clients.  We understand and detect the risks in any deal as a 
result of our assiduous processes.  Therefore, putting us and our clients in the situation to make smart 
business moves. Finally, we share our knowledge generously, often introducing clients to potential 
partners and lending sources as we are well positioned to identify opportunities for clients.

R&E is passionate about New York real estate and that shows in our unmatched knowledge of the city 
and its complexities.

733 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 
PH: 212.867.6000 | FAX: 212.551.8484 

www.rosenbergestis.com

Rosenberg & Estis, P.C.
New York’s Quintessential Real Estate Law Firm

Rosenberg & Estis’ 2016 Leaders In The Law Honorees
(left to right): Norman Flitt, Robert M. Kessler, John Hadlock, Howard W. Kingsley, Steven R. Goldberg, Richard L. Sussman, Gary M. Rosenberg, 
Luise A. Barrack, Warren A. Estis, Bradley S. Silverbush, Dennis I. Hellman, Joshua R. Kopelowitz, Michael E. Feinstein and Neil Underberg
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Standing, from left: Daniel Rehns, Timothy Staines, Seth Pavsner, 
David Cheverie, John Blyth, Mark Sokoloff 
Seated, from left: Frank Schirripa, Gregory Hach, Michael Rose 

44 George A. Cimenello v. Brian C. Sullivan, 
and Robert Harford 1/13/16 Intentional Torts - Assault Michael DellaUniversita, Gruenberg & Kelly, P.C., Ronkonkoma, NY $3,600,000

45
Julia Nunez v. MTA, NYC Transit 
Authority, MTA Bus Co. Inc. & John Doe 
(Bus Operator)

2/3/16 Motor Vehicle Judd F. Kleeger, Alexis Diaz, Hecht Kleeger & Damashek, P.C., New York, NY $3,521,428

46
Edward Tom v. Robert Holzman, Cabrini 
Medical Center, Narayan Sundaresan and 
Lenox Hill Hospital

2/10/16 Medical Malpractice Steven E. North, North & Deutsch, LLP, New York, NY $3,440,000

47 Lush Dacaj v. NYC Transit Authority & 
MTA 5/26/16 Premises Liability Glenn P. Dolan, Lipsig, Shapey, Manus & Moverman, P.C., New York, NY $3,295,582

48 Scott Shays v. A.O. Smith Water Products, 
et. al. 5/18/16 Products Liability James C. Long, Joseph Belluck, Brittany Russell, Rachel Lanier, Belluck & Fox, L.L.P., 

New York, NY $3,200,000

49 Jason Ryder, et. al. v. Richard Kiefer, et. al. 12/21/15 Vehicular Liability Mark D Greenberg, Greenberg & Greenberg, Hudson, NY $3,000,000

50
Maria Suarez v. Imperial Parking (U.S.) LLC, 
Alexander's Rego Shopping Center Inc., 
and Vornado Realty Trust

2/2/16 Premises Liability Marc E. Freund, Lipsig, Shapey, Manus & Moverman, P.C., New York, NY $2,875,000

51 Susan Sermoneta v. NYC Transit Authority 2/19/16 Premises Liability Theodore H. Friedman, Benjamin Meyers, Law Office of Theodore H. Friedman, 
New York, NY $2,700,000

52

Wanda Chambers v. City of New York, 
Leo's Pharmacy, Inc., Leonid Beres and 
Patrick Dillion, KeySpan Energy 
Corporation

1/29/16 Premises Liability Michael J. Hurwitz, Stephen J. Murphy, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, NY $2,700,000

53 Miguel A. Suarez v. The City of New York 
and Dariell Minyety-Berroa 2/19/16 Motor Vehicle David B. Corley, Trolman, Glaser & Lichtman P.C., Manhattan, NY $2,610,000

54
Jessica Abel, Individually and as Parent 
and Natural Guardian of Yazmine Diaz, an 
Infant v. Meadow Wood LLC

8/1/16 Premises Liability Mark D. Greenberg, Greenberg & Greenberg, Hudson, NY; John P. Kingsley, John 
P. Kingsley, P.C., Catskill, NY $2,600,000

55 Zoraida Zambrana v. Loren Harris, M.D., 
et. al. 10/6/15 Medical Malpractice Thomas P. Giuffra, Rheingold, Valet, Rheingold, McCartney & Giuffra LLP, New 

York, NY $2,500,000

56 James L. Register v. KNW Apartments, 
LLC; et. al. 9/27/16 Premises Liability Seth A. Harris, Craig M. Goldwasser, Burns & Harris, New York, NY $2,500,000

# Case Date Type of Action Plaintiff's Counsel Amount
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Long Island  •  New York City  •  New Jersey
www.rivkinradler.com

Congratulations to our 
Leaders In The Law:

DRIVEN TO DELIVER

Brian R. Ade
Todd Belous
Brian S. Conneely
Peter C. Contino
William Cornachio
Frank J. Giliberti
Jeffrey S. Greener
Walter J. Gumersell
Michael A. Kotula
Evan H. Krinick
John M. McFaul
Peter P. McNamara
David E. Richman
Pia E. Riverso
John L. Rivkin
Leonard L. Rivkin
Alan S. Rutkin
William M. Savino
Norman L. Tolle

®
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Andrea Friedman 
Sari Friedman
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When it comes to personal injury, few lawyers can  
match the trial experience that Kenneth A. Pryor brings to his law firm: 
Beginning in 1993, Pryor spent several years trying homicide and other 
major felony cases as an assistant district attorney in the Bronx—a unique 
experience that has proved advantageous in his private practice. 

“I’ve been trying cases since the week I left law school, and that’s a rare 
luxury very few trial lawyers have,” says Pryor, who now teaches trial 
advocacy at his alma mater, the Hofstra University School of Law. “As a 
prosecutor, you’re quickly handling a large volume of cases under very 
challenging circumstances, so you build a strong foundation of trial skills 
from very early on.”

In his years as a personal injury lawyer, Pryor has relied on this expertise to 
recover millions of dollars in verdicts and settlements for his injured clients, 
including a recent $3.21 million verdict for a 62-year-old woman who was hit 
by a car in Brooklyn. Pryor also represented the family of three young girls 
who were killed in the 2009 Taconic State Parkway crash, which received 
national media attention and was the subject of an HBO documentary.

The Pryor Law Firm, LLC
Plaintiff’s Personal Injury Law Firm
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Kenneth A. Pryor 

Brooklyn Office
16 Court Street, Suite 3301

Brooklyn, NY 11241
P: 718.773.1700

Manhattan Office
20 Vesey Street, Suite 503

New York, NY 10007
P: 212.222.8444

Nassau County Office
666 Old Country Road, Suite 305

Garden City, NY 11530
P: 516.741.8100

www.thepryorlawfirm.com
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Advocates for Justice Chartered Attorneys salutes  
Arthur Z. Schwartz, rated as an AV Preeminent®  

Attorney by Martindale-Hubbell for 19 years, one of  
New York’s leading plaintiff’s employment, civil rights,  

civil liberties and union-side labor lawyers.
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I fight for
Victims of Police Misconduct, 

Victims of Employment Discrimination, and 
Victims of Wage Theft.

I mediate disputes, but I’m a  
trial lawyer at heart. 

WWW.ANTOLLINO.COM

Luigi C
iuffetelli 

Gregory Antollino, Attorney at Law

275 Seventh Avenue, 7th Floor, New York, New York 10001 | (212) 334-7397  
GREGORY10011@ICLOUD.COM

Over the past four decades, Gary Zucker
has distinguished himself as one of the most committed and 
professional personal injury and medical malpractice 
attorneys in New York City.

Mr. Zucker has been given an AV Preeminent rating by 
Martindale Hubbell, the organization’s highest rating for 
professional excellence, based on voting by his peers.  In 
addition, Mr. Zucker has been selected to the 2015 and 
2016 editions of New York Super Lawyers and the New 
York Law Journal Motor Vehicle Verdicts and Settlements 
Hall of Fame.

Mr. Zucker handles cases in all five boroughs of New York 
City, as well as in the surrounding counties.  The firm has a 
track record of consistent success in wrongful death, medical 
malpractice, and personal injury cases, including those 
involving automobile accidents, premises liability, defective 
products and construction accidents.

Among its significant recoveries, the firm obtained a 
verdict of $10.5 million for a child who suffered severe brain injury due to obstetrical malpractice.  It also secured a $6 million settlement for 
the death of a 32 year old married plumber, which was the largest reported settlement in New York in 2014 for injury or death suffered by a 
passenger in a motor vehicle accident.

Gary A. Zucker & Associates, P.C
Medical Malpractice, Personal Injury, Verdicts & Settlements

Joralemon Street, Suite 1010
Brooklyn, NY 11201

P: 718-624-1211 
F:718-624-6037

contact@gazassociates.com
www.gazassociates.com

D
eidre Schoo

Gary Zucker
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Paul B. Weitz & Associates is a premier personal injury law 
firm that handles major complex litigation in New York City and its outer boroughs. 

“No case is too complicated for us,” says managing partner Paul B. Weitz. “We put 
the necessary time and money into every case to get the best results for our clients.” 

The firm has a tradition of providing expert representation and personalized 
service, dating back to the early 1970s when the firm began as Schneider, 
Kleinick & Weitz. Since then, the firm has established a proven track record of 
more than 200 cases or settlements in excess of $1 million. 

Attorneys at the firm are experienced in all types of catastrophic personal injury 
cases, including construction and workplace accidents, car and truck accidents, 
medical malpractice, wrongful death, municipal liability, and premises liability. 

Since 2007, they have achieved a number of notable settlements, including: 
$20 million for a 26-year-old worker who was rendered a quadriplegic after a 
steel pipe was dropped on him at a construction site and $16 million for a 
23-year-old man who fell from a rock wall after his safety belt broke. 

Above all, the firm’s attorneys strive to help clients through their recovery 
process, which often requires extensive medical treatment and rehabilitation. 

“We handle large cases, but always provide clients with the personal attention 
they need,” Weitz says. “I make myself available to speak with clients at any time.”

Paul B. Weitz & Associates
Construction Accidents, Medical Malpractice, Premises Liability 

55 Broadway, 23rd Floor | New York, NY 10006 
P: 212.346.0045 | F: 212.346.0876 

www.weitzkleinick.com 
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Since its inception nearly a century  
ago, Friedman, Levy, Goldfarb & Green, P.C. has garnered a 
reputation as a dynamic personal injury law firm that 
represents the most seriously injured individuals. The firm 
selectively chooses the cases it handles to ensure that every 
case is given the intense level of attention required to obtain 
the largest possible settlement or verdict.

Over the firm’s history, Friedman, Levy, Goldfarb & Green, P.C. 
has tried or settled more than 75 cases for values in excess of $1 
million. Recently, the firm obtained settlements of $4 million for a 
medical malpractice case, $3 million for a construction accident, 
and $1 million for a motor vehicle accident.  

Friedman, Levy, Goldfarb & Green, P.C.’s successful track record is a testament to the exceptional representation that it provides to its clients. 
Senior Partner Ira H. Goldfarb (rated AV Preeminent® by Martindale-Hubbell®) and the firm’s team of seasoned trial lawyers—including 
Managing Partner Charles E. Green, Sam Rosmarin, recognized as one of New York’s most accomplished medical malpractice attorneys, and Andrew 
J. Windman—are proud to carry on Friedman, Levy, Goldfarb & Green, P.C.’s tradition of tirelessly fighting for those most seriously injured.

Friedman, Levy, 
Goldfarb & Green, P.C.

Construction Accidents, Motor Vehicle Accidents, Medical Malpractice

250 West 57th Street, Suite 1619
New York, NY 10107

P: 212.307.5800 | F: 212.262.6128 
www.friedmanlevy.com
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From left: Charles E. Green,  
Ira H. Goldfarb, Andrew J. Windman, 

Sam Rosmarin
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Every client’s case is different. But they each need 
what we deliver, a true understanding of their suffering. We 
couple that understanding with a commitment to service so that 
our clients feel what we know, that they are number one. Towards 
that end we bring to bear painstaking preparation, the relentless 
pursuit of our client’s cause and unbridled passion for our clients. 
Our adversaries know this to be true, as do the people we come 
before in court. It is this combination that brings about the many 
astonishing results we have achieved for the people who trust us 
with their cases. 

We know it isn’t enough that we have achieved some of the 
largest verdicts and settlements every year in New York. For that 
reason we pride ourselves in servicing and staying in touch with 
our clients and with what is going on in their families’ lives. It is 
only that way that we can bring our brand of justice to those 
whom we serve, the clients. 

The firm’s founder, David Perecman, has been practicing trial 
law for 38 years and in that time has achieved much for his clients. 
In recognition of that he has been selected for many years 
running by The Best Lawyers in America, Super Lawyers, U.S. 
News and World Report’s Best Law Firms and Multimillion Dollar 
Advocates Forum. His verdicts and settlements have been 
heralded in the New York Law Journal as among the highest in the 
state of New York year after year. His $9.9 million settlement, in 
2015, for a laborer who fell from a scaffold was the highest in the 
state for a construction accident and the second-highest over all 
categories. This year, he won a $11.9 million verdict for a Local 79 

asbestos remover who fell and injured his back. He has appeared 
on CNN, ABC, CBS, NBC, WPIX, and Fox 5 and in The New York 
Times, The Daily News, The New York Post and Newsday. 

This year David and his son Zachary, who has now joined the 
firm, along with another associate, Peter Rigelhaupt (also 
recognized by Super Lawyers) achieved what David considers to 
be one of his proudest moments. He successfully argued a case 
before the state’s highest court, The New York Court of Appeals, 
and won the right to go to trial against The City of New York and 
several police officers for the false arrest and malicious 
prosecution of a woman who he claimed spent four years in jail 
after being coerced by the police into confessing to a brutal 
murder which she did not commit. Lawyers who practice in this 
area of civil rights law have made comments after reading the 40-
page decision that this case will “change the landscape” and 
called David an “American Hero.
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250 West 57th Street, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10107

500 North Broadway, Suite 123
Jericho, NY 11753

T: 212-977-7033 | www.perecman.com

The Perecman Firm, P.L.L.C.
Personal Injury, Construction Accidents, Civil Rights

Standing from Left: Adam Hurwitz, Rudolph Radna, Mariusz Sniarowski, Edward Guldi, Peter Rigelhaupt, Carissa Peebles. Sitting: Steven Dorfman, Zachary Perecman, David Perecman
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Our Clients Say It Best.

Injured Union Laborer:
I don’t think any other firm would have spent the 
time or money that you did. Despite the fact that 
the insurance company is one of the largest in the 
world…you beat their every move.

“ “

—Dominic Figurito

Injured Carpenter:
Thank you for taking care of me like I was a part 
of your family. I am thrilled with the result it has 
changed my life drastically and I will refer all of my 
friends and family to your firm.

—Anthony Rossi

“ “

Thankful Client:
If I say thank you a million times, it would not be 
enough.

—John Magel
“ “

Forfeiture authority  
Steven L. Kessler maintains a national AV rated® white-collar 
practice in New York. He represents clients in cases of first 
impression and national significance in federal and state trial and 
appellate courts nationwide. 

Mr. Kessler is a member of the Joint Rules Committee for the 
Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. The author of two 
highly acclaimed treatises on forfeiture, Mr. Kessler is widely 
quoted and cited in court decisions and media of legal and 
general circulation nationwide. A well-respected advocate in his 
field, Mr. Kessler has lectured at the National Conference of 
State Legislatures and the Southern Conference of the Council 
of State Governments, and has testified before numerous 
Legislative committees on forfeiture-related issues.

A graduate of Cornell Law School, Mr. Kessler is a member of 
the the NACDL’s Forfeiture Abuse Task Force and is in his 23rd 
year as an Adjunct Professor of Law at New York Law School.

Law Offices of Steven L. Kessler
100 Park Avenue, 34th Fl., New York, NY 10017

ph: 212.661.1500 | kessleronforfeiture@msn.com
www.kessleronforfeiture.com 

Steven L. Kessler
Asset Forfeiture, White-Collar Criminal 

Law, Complex Civil Litigation

Michael N. Connors and his 
firm, Connors & Sullivan Attorneys at Law, PLLC, are renowned 
for their comprehensive approach to estate planning, probate, 
elder law and estate litigation and are well sought-after for real 
estate closings, tax law and asset protection matters. What sets 
Connors & Sullivan apart is their holistic approach: creating 
plans to avoid probate, save on taxes or protect assets, while 
also assisting clients with health and quality-of-life issues. With 
offices in Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Staten Island, the 
firm works to preserve the dignity of people facing medical 
problems and other challenges. Michael Connors can be 
heard on his “Ask the Lawyer” radio show Saturdays, 6-7 p.m., 
on AM 970 The Answer and AM 570 WMCA.

Connors & Sullivan Attorneys At Law, PLLC
110 East 59th St., 22nd Floor, New York, NY 10022 

P: 212.737.2700 | info@connorsandsullivan.com 
www.connorsandsullivan.com

Michael N. Connors
Elder Law, Probate,  

Wills, Trusts & Estates

  Clifford Meirowitz’s  
practice concentrates on elder law, estate planning, wills, 
trusts, guardianships, Medicaid planning, probate and related 
litigation. He is a founding member of NY Presbyterian 
Hospital’s Planned Giving Advisory Council, was a member 
of the Professional Advisors Council of the JCC in Manhattan, 
an adjunct professor at NYU’s School of Continuing and 
Professional Studies, a mentor attorney for the NY Law School 
Guardianship Clinic, and a member of the Supreme Court 
Advisory Council. He was selected for NY’s SuperLawyers in 
2009-2016 and NY’s Best Lawyers in 2012-2017. 

He is past chair of the NY County Lawyer’s Association  
pro bono Elder Law Project and Elder Law Committee,  
a contributing author to Elder Law and Guardianship  
in NY, and was quoted in The New York Times and the  
New York Law Journal.

Law Offices Of Clifford A. Meirowitz, PLLC
450 7th Ave., Suite 1908, New York, NY 10123 

P: 212.764.1261 | F: 212.221.0999
www.meirowitzlaw.com 

Clifford A. Meirowitz
Elder Law, Trusts & Estates,  

Estate Litigation
Karen Artz Ash has focused her practice on trademark and copyright 
matters for designers, manufacturers and other clothing businesses 
for 25 years. She is experienced in all aspects of intellectual property, 
trademarks, licensing and copyrights. Karen acts as a mediator in 
the Southern District of New York, where she served on the Mediation 
Advisory Committee, and as a mediator for the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals in the CAMP Mediation Program. She is an Adjunct Professor 
at New York Law School, and the author of a monthly column and 
contributing author to several books on fashion law.

Karen 
Artz Ash

National Co-Head, Intellectual Property/ 
Co-Head, Trademarks and Trademark Litigation

+1.212.940.8554

karen.ash@kattenlaw.com

www.kattenlaw.com/fashion
Attorney Advertising



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

32     WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM 

A personal injury attorney with offices in the  
Bronx, Fatos Dervishi has years of experience handling cases in  
New York. 

Mr. Dervishi, who grew up in Albania, obtained his law degree in 
1989 from the Tirana University School of Law. He then worked as  
a special agent of the General Investigations Office with an office in 
Tirana, before being elected Deputy Attorney General by the 
Albanian Parliament in 1994. He served as Deputy Attorney General 
of Albania from 1994 to 1998. 

In 1998, Mr. Dervishi immigrated to the United States, with his 
family joining him a few months later. Upon his arrival in Washington, 
D.C., Mr. Dervishi met with members of the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives, as his trip was sponsored by the U.S. government. 

Beginning in 2003, he attended Pace University School of Law and 
graduated with a Master of Law degree in May 2004. He has since 
been admitted to the New York State Bar, and practices in all of the 
state’s courts. On June 13, 2011, Mr. Dervishi was further admitted to 
practice law before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

A decade after immigrating to the United States, Mr. Dervishi 
partnered with Jared T. Levine and Duane R. Morgan to establish the 
Law Offices of DERVISHI, LEVINE & MORGAN, P.C. in 2008.  
Mr. Dervishi also remains extremely active in the Albanian-American 
community, serving as a liaison for its members and assisting recent 
and long-time residents with their legal and other needs.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:
In one of the firm’s recent cases, a New York County jury returned a verdict 

of $13.2 million for an injured construction worker who fell four feet from a 
crane on the 2nd Avenue Subway project due to a missing step on the crane’s 
ladder. The worker suffered a ligament tear in his right shoulder that required 
surgery, and also experienced post-concussion symptoms such as short-term 
memory loss and difficulties with his executive functioning. The case was 
tried by partner Duane R. Morgan, a talented trial lawyer.

Only a few weeks after securing that award, the Dervishi Law Group and 
partner Glen P. Dolan obtained a $3.29 million verdict against the New York 
City Transit Authority on behalf of a 74-year-old Albanian janitor who 
slipped and fell down an outdoor subway stairway at Rockefeller Center 
during a rainstorm. The plaintiff, a cleaner with the union Local 32BJ, was on 
his way to work at 1185 Sixth Avenue when he slipped and fell on a step with 
a loose metal plate and a downward slope. 

“As these results show, deciding on the right law firm can make an enormous 
difference in a case,” Mr. Dervishi says. “The people who choose us to represent 
them can expect total devotion to their matters, and an unyielding dedication 
to them and their families.”

Dervishi Law Group, P.C.
Construction Accidents, Motor Vehicle Accidents & Machinery Accident

Attorney Advertisement “Prior results do not guarantee similar outcome”

Fatos Dervishi, Esq.
Dervishi Law Group, P.C.

2322 Arthur Ave., Suite 3A | Bronx, New York 10458
ph: 917.300.0797 | www.dervishilaw.com

Fatos Dervishi, Esq
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Jonathan D. Sands represents 
clients who have suffered serious damages in personal injury, 
product liability and construction-site accidents. He also 
represents individuals and businesses that have suffered 
substantial damage to personal and business property. Each 
client is unique and Mr. Sands is highly experienced in 
evaluating whether early settlement in the claim stage, 
traditional litigation, or alternative dispute resolution might 
best serve the individual client. 

Mr. Sands founded his practice 16 years ago after serving as 
an assistant district attorney in the appeals, trial and major 
narcotics bureaus at the Kings County District Attorney’s 
Office, and as a senior trial attorney for major liability 
insurance carriers. In addition to his own practice, he is often 
called upon by other attorneys to assist with their matters. 

He is rated AV Preeminent by Martindale-Hubbell, the 
highest peer rating for legal ability and ethical standards.

Law Offices Of Jonathan D. Sands
875 Mamaroneck Ave., Suite 305, Mamaroneck, NY 10543 

P: 914.834.7510 | P: 914.470.3682 
jds@jsandslaw.com | www.jsandslaw.com

Jonathan D. Sands
Personal Injury,  

Property Damage, Litigation

Richard Harris Rosenberg’s 
expertise in criminal defense has driven successful 
representation of his clients for more than 30 years in federal 
and state courts. Long recognized by his peers as a 
preeminent advocate, Mr. Rosenberg’s experience and 
commitment have enabled him to achieve positive results in an 
array of complex criminal prosecutions. These cases have 
involved mail and wire fraud, misuse of office by public 
officials, health care and securities fraud, money laundering, 
narcotics importation and distribution, Hobbs Act stings, 
racketeering, material support of terrorism and weapon 
related offenses. 

Mr. Rosenberg attributes his success to vigorous 
preparation, thoroughness, advocacy and a keen 
understanding of the dynamics of the criminal justice system. 

Richard H. Rosenberg 
217 Broadway, Suite 707, New York, NY 10007 

P: 212.586.3838 | F: 212.962.5037 
richrosenberg@msn.com | www.rrosenberg.com

Richard H. Rosenberg
White-Collar Crime, Narcotics 
Prosecutions, General Crimes

   Mr. Schwartz goes the extra 
mile for his clients. His legal proceeding against Bank of America, 
one of many against Banks,  Credit Card Companies, Lenders 
and others has been written up in the NY Times and Wall Street 
Journal. He has been a guest speaker on bankruptcy law for the 
Westchester County Bar Association (“Assn”), N.Y.S. Bar Assn, 
Mount Vernon Bar Assn, Westchester Woman’s Bar Assn, New 
York Society of Independent Accountants, Building 32B-J Legal 
Services, NBI and others. He has personally lobbied Congress 
for better bankruptcy protection. Mr. Schwartz is a graduate 
of the famous Max Gardner’s Bankruptcy Boot Camp and 
Max Gardner’s Veteran’s Boot Camp in Advanced Bankruptcy 
Litigation and Securitization, for discharging debts, fighting 
banks and protecting the bankruptcy discharge. He is also a 
graduate of Max Gardner’s Mortgage Modification Boot Camp 
and Max Gardner’s Advanced Mortgage Modification Boot 
Camp for mortgage modifications and foreclosure defense.

Michael H. Schwartz, P.C.
One Water Street, White Plains, NY 10601
Ph: 914.997.0071 | Toll Free: 800.666.9743

www.nylegalhelp.com

Michael H. Schwartz
Bankruptcy



SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM      3534      WWW.LEADERSINTHELAW.COM 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

3 Dakota Drive, Suite 300, Lake Success, NY 11042 | PH: 516.328.2300
1 MetroTech Center, Suite 1701, Brooklyn, NY 11201 | PH: 718.215.5300

SFERRARA@ABRAMSLAW.COM | RBRANDA@ABRAMSLAW.COM 
WWW.ABRAMSLAW.COM

* Attorney Advertising.  Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. 

MARIO ALEX JOSEPH 
JOHN SMARGIASSI 

DIVORCE, FAMILY LAW, PARTNERSHIP MATTERS

The partners at Joseph & Smargiassi, LLC 
are known to be caring and even-handed, or 
tenacious and unrelenting. Mario Alex Joseph 
and John Smargiassi have over 40+ com-
bined years of experience litigating contested 
divorce and custody cases including trials, 
hearings and appeals. The winning results of 
their intense work ethic have produced the 
praise of clients and peers alike. 

Mr. Joseph earned the AV Preeminent® 
(highest professional/ethical) Martindale-Hub-
bell rating, and is a legal reference and expert 
to news outlets on high-profile divorces. Mr. 
Joseph and/or Mr. Smargiassi are admitted to 

practice in both New York and New Jersey, along with United States 
Court of Appeals, District Courts and United States Supreme Court. 
They are experienced trial litigators and negotiators. Notwithstand-
ing their professional accomplishments, they take equal pride in 
their human accomplishments, such as the following client testimo-
nial: “You have no idea how you have played a part in my life ... not 
a day goes by that I don’t thank God for the guidance, insight, and 
fortitude you have given me. I send blessings to you every day.” 

JOSEPH & SMARGIASSI, LLC 
65 Broadway, Suite 1704, New York, NY 10006 

PH: 212.625.9949 | FAX: 212.625.9193 
www.tristatelawyer.com

57

Dolores Bruno Ind. and as Administratrix 
of the Estate of Frank D. Bruno, Deceased 
v. Paul Golluscio Arthur G. Johansen, and 
Carlyle N. Raye

6/9/16 Motor Vehicle Sal A. Spano, Garden City, NY, trial counsel to Edelman, Krasin & Jaye, PLLC, Carle 
Place, NY $2,500,000

58
Cesar Jimenez v. Consolidated Laundry 
LLC a/k/a Consolidated Laundry 
Machinery a/k/a CLM, et. al.

4/27/16
Products Liability - 
Manufacturing Defect - Worker/
Workplace Negligence 

Nonna Shikh, Henry D. Nachtman, Law Firm of Nonna Shikh, Cortlandt Manor, NY $2,300,000

59 Reginaldo Vassell v. NYCTA and Ishmael 
Gordon 11/10/15 Motor Vehicle Conrad Jordan, Jordan & LeVerrier, P.C., East Hampton, NY, trial counsel to Mark E. 

Weinberger, P.C., New York, NY $2,200,000

60 Raymond Rosas v. Balter Sales Co. Inc.,  
et. al. 11/24/15 Employment - Race 

Discrimination - Intentional Torts
Derek T. Smith, Derek Smith Law Group, PLLC, New York, NY; Gregory 
Kirschenbaum, Arc Law Group, PC, New York, NY $2,200,000

61 Shavonne Marcus v. Allen Harim 
Foods LLC and Stacey Brittingham 2/9/16 Motor Vehicle Christopher F. Holbrook, Schwartzapfel Lawyers P.C., Garden City, 

NY $2,196,838

62

Thomas Thoma and Denise 
Thoma v. The Port Authority of 
NY and NJ, Tishman Construction 
Corporation of New York and 
Tishman Construction 
Corporation

1/5/16 Construction - Labor Law David H. Perecman, Peter D. Rigelhaupt, The Perecman Firm 
P.L.L.C., New York, NY $2,150,000

63 Carol Daniele, et. al. v. Gabrielle M. Oster, 
et. al. 5/27/16 Motor Vehicle David B. Lever, Richard R. Mogg, David B. Lever & Associates, PLLC, Brooklyn, NY $2,148,000

64

Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission v. Mavis Discount Tire, Inc., 
Mavis Tire Supply Corp., Mavis Tire NY, 
Inc., and Cole Muffler, Inc.

3/23/16 Employment - Gender 
Discrimination - Civil Rights 

Jeffrey C. Burstein, Jadhira V. Rivera, U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC), Newark, NJ;  Kirsten J. Peters, Sebastian D. Riccardi, EEOC, 
New York, NY; Patrick J. Boyd, The Boyd Law Group, PLLC, New York, NY; William 
J. Lasko, Law Offices of William J. Lasko, Stamford, CT

$2,100,000

65 Hernandez v. Lamar et. al. 1/1/16 Genital, Urinary, Pelvic and 
Intestinal Injuries David B. Golomb, Law Offices of David B. Golomb, New York, NY $2,100,000

66 Vengrenyuk v. ExxonMobil Oil Corp., et. 
al. 6/17/16 Labor Law Ronald C. Burke, Kelner & Kelner, New York, NY $2,017,000

67 Anna Bedard v. Melissa Gace and Neil 
Profeta 7/8/16 Motor Vehicle Ruth E. Bernstein, Flomenhaft & Cannata, New York, NY $1,945,000

68
John Abraham v. The City of New York, 
New York City Police Department and 
Frank Crowley

9/22/16 Motor Vehicle Jeffrey A. Block, S. Joseph Donahue, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, NY $1,750,000

69
Mushander Brown v. MTA, NYC Transit 
Authority, City of New York and Betty J. 
Foster

12/23/15 Motor Vehicle Scott C. Occhiogrosso, Romina Tominovic, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, 
NY $1,705,043

70

Francine Comforto as 
Administratrix of the Estate of Paul 
G. Comforto, Deceased & 
Francine Comforto, Individually v. 
Rosetta Grella, M.D. & Joshi 
Abraham John, M.D., North Shore 
Syosset Hospital & Eugenio Tassy

10/7/15 Medical Malpractice David J. Dean, Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C.,  
New York, NY $1,695,000

71
Michael Bretholz v. Harvard Maintenance, 
Inc., Lexington Operating Partners, LLC, 
and CB Richard Ellis, Inc.

6/6/16 Premises Liability John P. Beatty, Kramer, Dillof, Livingston & Moore, P.C., New York, NY $1,665,451

72 Daniel J. Adler and Dongqiong Adler v. 
Town of Stony Point 3/21/16 Premises Liability George G. Coffinas, trial counsel, Michael N. David, New York, NY $1,650,000

73 Edward Gilmore v. Lawrence E. Redding 
and Cutting Room Recycling Corp. 10/2/15 Motor Vehicle Bruce P. Fassberg, Steven F. Goldstein, L.L.P., Carle Place, NY $1,650,000

74 Elizabeth Rosario v. Jack Resnick & Sons, 
Inc. and 315 Hudson LLC 9/22/16 Premises Liability Alex A. Omrani, Omrani & Taub P.C., New York, NY; San Razzano, Santoriella, 

DiTomaso & Fort P.C., Brooklyn, NY $1,551,955

75 Denise E. Frith v. The Bassett Healthcare 
Network; et. al. 3/2/16 Medical Malpractice Daniel R. Santola, Margie Soehl, Powers & Santola, LLP, Albany, NY $1,520,000

76 Diana McLaughlin and Francis McLaughlin 
v. Thyssen Dover Elevator Company, et. al. 12/23/15 Premises Liability Matthew T. Gammons, Rosenbaum & Rosenbaum, P.C., New York, NY $1,500,000

77 Norma Lopez for Luisa Lopez v. Oscar 
Rodriguez, et. al. 4/25/16 Vehicular Liability Daniel P. O'Toole, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, NY  $1,500,000

78 Lourdes Soriano v. Luis B. Tacuri and La 
Placita Market, Corp. 9/1/16 Motor Vehicle Stephen J. Murphy, Michael J. Hurwitz, Block O’Toole & Murphy, New York, NY $1,500,000

79
Stanislaw Terepka v. City of New York, 
N.Y.C. Department of Education and 
N.Y.C. School Construction Authority

11/18/15 Worker/Workplace Negligence - 
Labor Law - Workplace Safety Barry Salzman, Barasch McGarry Salzman & Penson, New York, NY $1,500,000

# Case Date Type of Action Plaintiff's Counsel Amount

continued on pg 38

Million Dollar Verdicts

 For more on differences that deliver in New York, visit LEXISNEXIS.COM/NYDIFFERENCES
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For more than 20 years, 
Annette Hasapidis has devoted her 
practice to handling hundreds of appeals 
in state and federal courts, as well as 
providing strategic counsel to law firms in 
the handling of complex matters. Ms. 
Hasapidis provides appellate services to 
law firms and litigants on a broad range 
of civil matters, including personal injury, 
commercial, matrimonial, and probate 
and estate proceedings. She is one of 
New York’s very few attorneys to 
persuade the State’s highest court to 
grant reargument and reverse its own 
ruling in the same case. Among other 
affiliations, she is a member of the New 
York State Bar Association’s Committee 
on Courts of Appellate Jurisdiction and 
sits on the Executive Board of the New 
York State Trial Lawyers Association.

Appellate Law

Law Offices Of Annette G. Hasapidis 
19 North Moger Ave., Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 

P: 914.533.3049 
38C Grove St., 2nd Fl., Ridgefield, CT 06877

P: 203.403.3746 
ahasapidis@appellatelaw.biz | nyappellateattorneys.com

Annette G. Hasapidis

For more than  
30 years, seriously injured New Yorkers 
and their families have turned to David 
A. Kapelman to help them get fair 
compensation and justice. He prides 
himself on providing personal attention 
to each client. 

David A. Kapelman provides 
aggressive representation to victims of 
construction accidents, lead paint 
poisoning, medical malpractice, birth 
injuries, assaults and sexual assaults, 
slip-and-falls, dog bites, product 
liability injuries caused by defective 
equipment or other products, motor 
vehicle accidents and other serious 
injuries or deaths. 

He is proud to have obtained million-
dollar recoveries for multiple clients.

David A. Kapelman
Personal Injury, Products Liability, 

Medical Malpractice

David A. Kapelman, P.C. 
3 W. 35th Street, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10001 
P: 212.563.2010 | www.kapelmanlaw.com

A. Jude Avelino 
obtained his LL.M. from Georgetown 
University and is the general partner of 
Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP. Mr. Avelino 
practices in the areas of estate planning, 
trust and estate administration, and 
corporate law. He represents clients 
including high net worth individuals, 
financial institutions, corporations and a 
diverse blend of charitable organizations. 
Mr. Avelino provides comprehensive 
estate planning and estate administration 
services, and handles all areas of tax and 
corporate matters. He is proud of his AV 
Preeminent® Martindale-Hubbell rating 
wherein he was rated 5 out of 5 stars – 
the highest possible rating one can attain.

Estate Planning, Tax & Corporate Law

Avelino & Hartlaub, LLP 
928 Broadway, New York, NY 10010 
P: 212.732.9500 | F: 212.732.4580 

www.avelinohartlaub.com

A. Jude Avelino, LL.M.

Stu Kerner, a Brooklyn 
native who graduated from Benjamin 
N. Cardozo Law School in 1990, has 
been practicing in the area of plaintiffs’ 
personal injury for over 25 years.

The Law Offices Of Stuart M. 
Kerner’s mission is to provide 
compassionate, high-quality legal 
representation to anyone injured in an 
accident or due to someone else’s 
negligence. Stu’s motto, “We treat each 
client as if they were a family member” 
is part of the firm’s culture and is 
demonstrated in his numerous 5 Star 
online reviews.

The firm is celebrating its 20-year 
anniversary, a testament to its 
outstanding success in and out of the 
courtroom and its valued client 
relationships.

We invite you to visit their website 
for more information.

Stuart M. Kerner
Plaintiffs’ Personal Injury, 

Negligence 

Law Offices Of Stuart M. Kerner, P.C.
269 West 231st Street, Bronx, NY 10463

P: 718.796.3626 | F: 718.796.4412
www.StuKernerLaw.com

Eisner & Dictor, P.C.
Labor & Employment

Eisner & Dictor, P.C. is proud of its reputation as 
one of the nation’s top boutique, full-service labor 
and employment law fi rms engaged in civil rights 
litigation and representation of progressive labor 
unions. The fi rm provides a broad array of legal 
services, including:
●  Court and agency litigation under all federal, 
state and local labor and employment laws; and  
●  Arbitration, collective bargaining, and negoti-
ation of individual employment agreements and 
severance negotiations.

Dedicated to the process of labor organiz-
ing, the fi rm devotes a considerable part of its 
practice to innovative tactics and strategy to 
assist workers and unions adapt to the ongoing 
changes in labor law.

Eisner & Dictor roots its practice fi rmly in the 
context of the struggle to advance the rights of 
working people everywhere.

v

Eugene G. Eisner
Senior Partner

Benjamin N. Dictor
Partner

39 Broadway, Suite 1540
New York, NY 10006 | 212.473.8700 

WWW.EISNERDICTOR.COM
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Lawrence DiGiovanna represents all of the 
principal participants in the co-operative, 
condominium and real estate industries from 
developers, cooperative housing corporations 
and condominium boards of managers to 
purchasers and sellers of single and multi-family 
properties. Revered as a leader in his fields, he 
has served as president of the Brooklyn Bar 
Association and on the executive committee of 
the State Bar’s Real Property Law Section. Also 
former chair of the Appellate Division’s 
Grievance Committee and current member of 
its Character & Fitness Committee.

Real Estate, Co-op & Condo 

Abrams, Fensterman, Fensterman, Eisman,  
Formato, Ferrara & Wolf, LLP

1 Metrotech Center, Suite 1701, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
P: 718.581.7008  |  ldigiovanna@abramslaw.com

Lawrence F. DiGiovanna

Ronald Fatoullah has been advising New 
Yorkers about elder law and estate planning 
issues for more than 30 years. He has been 
selected as one of New York’s “Best Lawyers™,” 
in the fields of elder law and trusts & estates 
and as a Super Lawyer. He is an in-demand 
speaker highly regarded for his expertise in 
elder law, estate planning, Medicaid Eligibility, 
special needs planning, preparation of wills & 
trusts, probate and guardianships. He serves on 
the Executive Council of AARP NY, and is an 
NFLPA Registered Player Financial Advisor. 

Ronald Fatoullah
Elder Law, Estate Planning

Ronald Fatoullah & Associates
1(877)ELDERLAW (1-877-353-3752)
1(877)ESTATES  (1-877-378-2837)

Offices In:
Great Neck, Forest Hills, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Cedarhurst

www.fatoullahlaw.com

Mary A. Gambardella is a Partner and Chair 
of the Labor, Employment and Benefits 
Department and Co-Chair of the Firm’s 
Diversity Committee.  A seasoned litigator with 
significant experience before state and federal 
courts, arbitration panels, and administrative 
agencies, Mary has more than 30 years of 
experience representing clients in a wide range 
of industries.  She assists clients with policies 
and procedures; discipline and termination 
processes; leaves of absence under varying 
federal and state statutory entitlements; 
workforce reductions; and severance packages.

Mary A. Gambardella
LABOR & EMPLOYMENT 

Wiggin And Dana LLP 
Two Stamford Plaza, 281 Tresser Blvd., Stamford, CT 06901 

P: 203.363.7662 | F: 203.363.7676 
mgambardella@wiggin.com | www.wiggin.com

• New York Super Lawyers, 2006-2016
• Top 100 Trial Lawyers - American Trial
 Lawyers Association, 2007-2012 
• Top 100 Trial Lawyers - National Trial
 Lawyers Association, 2013-2016 
• AV Rated® Martindale-Hubbell, 2004-2016
• Westchester’s Best Lawyers, 2012-2014
• Long Island Legal Eagles, 2010-2012
• Million Dollar Advocates Forum
• Fellow of the American Bar Foundation
• NYS Academy of Trial Lawyers, 2009-2016
 (Board of Directors) 
• NYS Trial Lawyers Association, 2003-2012
 (Board of Directors)

Robert B. Marcus
Plaintiff – Personal Injury, 

Construction Accidents

Law Office of Robert B. Marcus P.C.
One North Broadway, Suite 412, White Plains, NY 10601 

P: 914.831.9911 | robert@rmarcuslaw.com | rmarcuslaw.com

Adria S. Hillman Family Law office 
concentrates on complex, multi-jurisdictional 
divorce, financial and custodial issues (including 
forensic evaluations, access calendars, mental 
health issues) for high net worth individuals. 
Highly experienced in all forms of resolution 
from simple settlements to mediated, 
collaborated and litigated resolutions. 

Extensive experience in strategic analysis, 
trials, appeals, negotiations, settlement and 
document drafting. Works with skilled business 
valuation experts on a wide range of industries.  
Accessible, direct, responsive and judicious.

Adria S. Hillman
Divorce, Custody,  

High Net Worth Matters

Adria S. Hillman, Attorney At Law, P.C.
41 East 57th Street, 34th Fl., New York, NY 10022

P: 212.593.5223 | F: 212.593.4633
ahillman@adriashillman.com | www.adriashillman.com

We represent individuals against insurance 
carriers in individual disability, ERISA, LTD, long 
term care, life and other complex insurance claims. 

For more than 30 years we have focused on 
getting policyholders what insurance 
companies owe them. We have the knowledge 
and experience to successfully guide clients 
through this highly adversarial process, so they 
get the policy benefits to which they are 
entitled. The stakes are too high to “go it alone.” 

We practice in NY and NJ, but represent 
clients with local counsel nationwide.

Michael E. Quiat
Disability, Life, LTC and  

Erisa LTD Insurance Claims 

Uscher, Quiat, Uscher & Russo, PC 
433 Hackensack Ave., Hackensack, N J 07601 

43 West 43rd Street, Suite 166, New York, NY 10036-7424 
NJ P: 201.342.7100 | NYC P: 800.797.5575 

mquiat@uqur.com | www.uqur.com

Joel R. Marcus ( J.D. Hofstra, ’76) 
is Partner at Marcus & Pollack LLP, a 
member of the Property Tax Committee 
of the Real Estate Board of New York and 
of the Tax Certiorari & Condemnation 
Committee of the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York. Former Partner 
at Shea & Gould. Career highlights 
include his time as former President of 
NYC Tax Review Bar Association, and 
Assistant Corporation Counsel at the 
NYC Law Department from 1977 to 1980.

Joel R. Marcus
Real Estate Tax Certiorari 

Marcus & Pollack LLP
633 Third Avenue, Ninth Floor

New York, NY 10017
P: 212.490.2900

jmarcus@marcuspollack.com | www.marcuspollack.com

Barry S. Schwartz is an AV Preeminent® 
attorney for 20 years, an Avvo “Superb” rated 
attorney and a veteran practitioner specializing 
in all aspects of landlord-tenant and real estate 
litigation, as well as the purchase and sale of 
apartment buildings, houses, condo’s and co-
ops.  Mr. Schwartz has lectured on real estate 
litigation and trial techniques before the New 
York County Lawyers Association and has 
written extensive continuing legal education 
materials.  His biography has appeared in 
Who’s Who in American Law since 1990.

Barry S. Schwartz
Real Estate, Landlord-Tenant

Barry S. Schwartz, Attorney At Law  
119 W. 57th Street, Suite 813, New York, NY 10019 

P: 212.397.6661 | F: 212.307.5197 
bssesq@msn.com | www.barrysschwartz.com

Bill Haas chairs Morrison Cohen’s Individual 
Client Services Department and has extensive 
experience in tax planning to minimize the 
impact of estate and gift taxes on families, as 
well as in the administration of complex estates.  
Bill and his team provide creative and effective 
personal, financial, charitable, and tax planning 
for individual clients, closely held family 
companies, foundations, and charities.

Bill is a frequent lecturer and writer on 
estate-related topics, and is on the boards of 
several charitable foundations. He is a graduate 
of Yale and of Columbia Law School.

G. William Haas
Individual Client Services,  

Trusts & Estates

Morrison Cohen LLP
909 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022-4784

P: 212.735.8645  |  F: 917.522.3145
bhaas@morrisoncohen.com  |  www.morrisoncohen.com

80 Numan Dut v. Bassam A. Hamache and 
Maria C. Arango 11/16/15 Motor Vehicle - Pedestrian Alena E. Bespechny, Law Office of Alexander Bespechny, Bronx, NY $1,500,000

81 Thomas Tornatore v. Jean Cohen DC 11/23/15 Medical Malpractice Charles L. Falgiatano, DeFrancisco & Falgiatano Personal Injury Lawyers, Syracuse, 
NY $1,403,407

82

Brian Hart v. Raymond J Fields, Dorothy 
Fields MT Associates, LLC, a Vermont 
Corp aka MT Associates, Midway Oil 
Corp aka Midway Oil Corp.

5/10/16 Premises Liability Brian H. Breedlove, Pennock, Breedlove & Noll, Clifton Park, NY $1,400,000

83 Raymond S. Castro v. J & R Bondi, Inc., and 
John R. Bondi 11/6/15 Motor Vehicle

Paul J. Edelstein, Co-Trial Counsel to the, New York, NY; Daniel A. Thomas, Law 
Offices of Daniel A. Thomas, P.C., New York, NY, of counsel, Michelstein & 
Associates, PLLC, New York, NY

$1,374,500

84

Philip Moliterno, Maria Moliterno v. Super 
Structure Fabricators, Inc. / Philip 
Moliterno and Maria Moliterno v. New 
York Hoist LLC US Crane & Rigging, LLC, 
New York Plank Service, LLC and New 
York Pre-Cast, Inc.

10/9/15 Animal Control Gary J. Young, Robert K. Young & Associates, P.C., Merrick, NY $1,350,000

85 Michael A. Renzi v. Long Island Rail Road 
Company 12/14/15 Worksite Liability Michael D. Flynn, Michael D. Flynn, Esq., New York, NY $1,290,000

86
Stalin Ivan Diaz v. Muhamet Mirzo, 
Suzana Mirzo and Skyview & Son 
Construction Corporation

2/26/16 Worker/Workplace 
Negligence

Mark A. Apostolos, Sullivan Papain Block McGrath & Cannavo P.C., 
New York, NY $1,250,000

87
George Pratt v. 150 Charles Street 
Holdings, LLC and Plaza 
Construction Corp.

3/2/16 Construction - Labor Law - 
Workplace Safety Michael Reiner, Schwartzapfel Lawyers P.C., Garden City, NY $1,250,000

88 Joseph Lopardi v. Masako London and 
Robert London 12/2/15 Motor Vehicle Peter S. Gordon, Forest Hills, NY, trial counsel to Harmon Linder & Rogowsky, 

New York, NY $1,200,000

89
Wilmin de la Cruz v. Morningside I 
Associates L.P. & The Wavecrest 
Management Team Ltd.

2/29/16 Worker/Workplace Negligence - 
Labor Law - Workplace Safety Jason L. Paris, Paris & Chaikin, P.L.L.C., New York, NY $1,200,000

90 Juan P. Munzon v. Victor at Fifth, LLC, 
Triton Construction Company, LLC 3/17/16 Worker/Workplace Negligence - 

Labor Law - Workplace Safety
Patrick J. Mullaney, Mullaney & Gjelaj, PLLC, trial counsel to Jacob Oresky & 
Associates, Middle Village, NY $1,200,000

91 Mathew J. Dayton v. Nathaniel Paul 
Sambroski 7/14/16 Motor Vehicle Anthony J. Tantillo, Goldberg Segalla, LLP, Buffalo, NY; Richard A. Hall, Hagelin 

Kent, L.L.C., Buffalo, NY $1,175,000

92 Mia L. Wooten v. 2080 Meat & Produce 
Group 8/23/16 Premises Liability Alan M. Greenberg, Greenberg Law P.C., Manhattan, NY $1,150,000

93 State of New York Ex Rel. Stephen B. 
Diamond, P.C. v. My Pillow, Inc. 8/15/16 Fraud, Qui Tam Stephen B. Diamond of Stephen B. Diamond, P.C. in Chicago, IL; Timothy McInnis 

of McInnis Law, New York, NY $1,109,000

94 Briana Hart v. Susan Hart 1/27/16 Motor Vehicle Harvey A. Levine, Levine & Gilbert, P.C., New York, NY $1,100,000

95 Nancy Genovese v. Town Of 
Southampton, County of Suffolk, et. al. 3/10/16 Civil Rights Frederick K. Brewington, Ira F. Fogelgaren, Law Offices of Frederick K. Brewington, 

Hempstead, NY $1,055,000

96 Denise E. Frith v. The Bassett Healthcare 
Network, et. al. 3/2/16 Medical Malpractice Daniel R. Santola, Margie A. Soehl of Powers & Santola, LLP in Albany, NY $1,052,000

97 Moussa Diomande v. Jerome Etzer 2/11/16 Motor Vehicle Carlos M. Calderon, Weisman & Calderon LLP, Mount Vernon, NY $1,050,000

98 Joseph John Greco v. 212 Motoring, et. al. 3/30/16 Product Liability Ralph J Drabkin, Simon, Drabkin & Margulies, New York, NY $1,050,000

99 Roberta Rappaport v. DS & D Land 
Company, LLC, et. al. 12/22/15 Premises Liability David Olarsch, Law Offices of S. David Olarsch PC, New York, NY $1,044,000

100
Luciana I. Cicalese v. Ezequier Burier 
Sensible Management Services and 
Sergio A. Garcia

3/29/16 Motor Vehicle Nick Gjelaj, Mullaney & Gjelaj, PLLC, trial counsel to Freehand & Associates, 
Brooklyn, NY, Middle Village, NY $1,030,000

101
Rosanna de la Cruz v. Andres 
Berroa Zaheer Bros Corp., Ramon 
Martinez & L&T Auto Corp.

10/16/15 Motor Vehicle Michael A. Barnett, trial counsel for the Law Offices of Stuart M. 
Kerner, P.C., New York, NY $1,000,000

102

Dorothy Jones v. NY Presbyterian Hospital 
a/k/a Columbia University Medical 
Center, & New York-Presbyterian 
Healthcare System, Inc.

2/11/16 Premises Liability Seth A. Harris, Wayne A.J. Wattley, Burns & Harris, Esqs., New York, NY $1,000,000

103

Troy Lambe, Sunray Solar Inc., and Max 
Diversified Inc. v. Yossef Kahlon, a/k/a 
Jossef Kahlon, Atlas Solar Holdings LLC, 
Erica T. Yitzhak, The Law Offices of Erica 
T. Yitzhak; Erica T. Yitzhak Esq. P.C.

2/1/16 Contract - Intentional Torts Paul W. Verner, Verner Simon, New York, NY $1,000,000

104 Jefferson v. Mandon 1/1/16 Ear and Head Injuries Nathan Belofsky, of counsel to Greenberg & Merola, New York, NY $1,000,000
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